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Statement of Purpose

__________________________________________________


The following compendium of verses is based upon the Colorado Springs Guidelines for Translation of Gender-Related Language in Scripture.
[i] These guidelines were written at a meeting convened by Dr. James Dobson in Colorado Springs on May 27, 1997.  They were subsequently revised on September 9, 1997.  


The purpose of this evaluation is twofold:  (1) To demonstrate that the New Living Translation fails to meet the guidelines for the translation of gender-related language in Scripture; and (2) To demonstrate that the New Living Translation compromises the evangelical, orthodox doctrine of verbal, plenary inspiration, thus constituting it an unworthy and inaccurate translation of Scripture.
[ii] 

  

Translation Guidelines

__________________________________________________

 

 

(Note:  In the following evaluation of the New Living Translation, the author isolates every instance where the NLT deviates from the translation guidelines.  The New American Standard Bible is included as a comparison to the NLT to provide the reader with examples from a translation that accurately translates gender-related language in Scripture.  In some contexts, the NASB accurately translates the Hebrew or Greek text in a more general sense rather than in a male specific sense.  In these cases, the author will alert the reader by an asterisk [*].)

 

 

 

A.
Gender-related renderings of Biblical language which we affirm:

 

1.
The generic use of “he, him, his, himself” should be employed to translate generic 3rd person masculine singular pronouns in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.  However, substantival participles 
such as ho pisteuon can often be rendered in inclusive ways, such as “the one who believes” rather than “he who believes.”

 

2.
Person and number should be retained in translation so that singulars are not changed to plurals and third person statements are not changed to second or first person statements, with only rare exceptions required in unusual cases.

 

PSALMS

 

Psalm 1:2-3
(NASB)  “But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law he meditates day and night.  He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.”

 


(NLT)  “But they delight in doing everything the Lord wants; day and night they think about his law.  They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season without fail.  Their leaves never wither, and in all they do, they prosper.”

 

Psalm 7:2, 14-16
(NASB)  “Or he will tear my soul like a lion. . .Behold, he travails with wickedness, and he conceives mischief and brings forth falsehood.  He has dug a pit and hollowed it out, and has fallen into the hole which he made.  His mischief will return upon his own head, and his violence will descend upon his own pate.”

 


(NLT)  “If you don’t they will maul me like a lion. . .The wicked conceive evil; they are pregnant with trouble and give birth to lies.  They dig a pit to trap others and then fall into themselves.  They make trouble, but it backfires on them.  They plan violence for others, but it falls on their own heads.”

 

Psalm 8:4-6
(NASB)  “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that you care for him?  Yet you have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!  You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; you have put all things under his feet. . .”

 


(NLT)  “what are mortals that you should think of us, mere humans that you should care for us?  For you made us only a little lower than God, and you crowned us with glory and honor.  You put us in charge of everything you made, giving us authority over all things. . .”
 

Psalm 9:16
(NASB)  “. . .In the work of his own hands the wicked is snared. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .The wicked have trapped themselves in their own snares. . .”
 

Psalm 10
Read all of Psalm 10

 

Psalm 12:7
(NASB)  “. . .You will preserve him from this generation forever.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .preserving them forever from this lying generation.”

 

Psalm 14:1
(NASB)  “The fool has said in his heart. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Only fools say in their hearts. . .”

 

Psalm 15
Read all of Psalm 15

 

Psalm 22:24
(NASB)  “. . .Neither has He hidden His face from him, but when he cried to Him for help, He heard.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .He has not turned and walked away.  He has listened to their cries for help.”

 

Psalm 24:4-5
(NASB)  “He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive a blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”

 


(NLT)  “Only those whose hands and hearts are pure, who do not worship idols and never tell lies.  They will receive the Lord’s blessing and have right standing with God their savior.”

 

Psalm 25:12-13
(NASB)  “. . .He will instruct him in the way he should choose.  His soul will abide in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .He will show them the path they should choose.  They will live in prosperity, and their children will inherit the Promised Land.”

 

Psalm 32:1
(NASB)  “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. . . (cf. Ps. 32:6,10).”

 


(NLT)  “Oh, what joy for those whose rebellion is forgiven. . .”
 

Psalm 34:6
(NASB)  “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles.”

 


(NLT)  “I cried out to the Lord in my suffering, and he heard me.  He set me free from all my fears.”
 

Psalm 34:19-20
(NASB)  “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  He keeps all his bones, not one of them is broken.”

 


(NLT)  “The righteous face many troubles, but the Lord rescues them from each and every one.  For the Lord protects them from harm- not one of their bones will be broken!”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  This destroys the Messianic prophecy that finds its fulfillment in John 19:33, 36.

 

Psalm 35:8
(NASB)  “Let destruction come upon him unawares, and let the net which he hid catch himself; into that very destruction let him fall (cf. Ps. 35:10).”

 


(NLT)  “So let sudden ruin overtake them!  Let them be caught in the snare they set for me!  Let them fall to destruction in the pit they dug for me.”

 

Psalm 36:1
(NASB)  “Transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes (cf. Ps. 36:2-4).”

 


(NLT)  “Sin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts.  They have no fear of God to restrain them.”

 

Psalm 37:12
(NASB)  “The wicked plots against the righteous and gnashes at him with his teeth (cf. Ps. 37:13, 23-24, 30-33).”

 


(NLT)  “The wicked plot against the godly; they snarl at them in defiance.”

 

Psalm 39:5
(NASB)  “. . .Surely every man at his best is a mere breath (cf. Ps. 39:11).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .human existence is but a breath.”

 

Psalm 40:4
(NASB)  “How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his trust. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Oh, the joys of those who trust the Lord. . .”

 

Psalm 41
Read all of Psalm 41

 

Psalm 49:7
(NASB)  “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him. . . (cf. Ps. 49:8-10, 12, 17-20).”

 


(NLT)  “Yet they cannot redeem themselves from death* by paying ransom to God.”

 

Psalm 52:6-7
(NASB)  “The righteous will see and fear, and will laugh at him saying, Behold the man who would not make God his refuge, but trusted in the abundance of his riches and was strong in his evil desire.”

 


(NLT)  “The righteous will see it and be amazed.  They will laugh and say, Look what happens to mighty warriors who do not trust in God.  They trust their wealth instead and grow more and more bold in their wickedness.”

 

Psalm 53:5
(NASB)  “. . .For God scattered the bones of him who encamped against you. . .”


(NLT)  “. . .God will scatter the bones of your enemies. . .”

 

Psalm 55:12
(NASB)  “. . .Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, then I could hide myself from him.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .It is not my foes who so arrogantly insult me- I could have hidden from them.”

 

Psalm 57:3
(NASB)  “He will send from heaven and save me; He reproaches him who tramples upon me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “He will send help from heaven to save me, rescuing me from those who are out to get me. . .”

 

Psalm 64:8
(NASB)  “So they will make him stumble. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Their own words will be turned against them, destroying them. . .”

 

Psalm 68:21
(NASB)  “. . .the hairy crown of him who goes on in his guilty deeds.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .crushing the skulls of those who love their guilty ways.”

 

Psalm 72:12
(NASB)  “For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no helper.”

 


(NLT)  “He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them.”

 

Psalm 91:14
(NASB)  “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name (cf. Ps. 91:15-16).”

 


(NLT)  “The Lord says, I will rescue those who love me.  I will protect those who trust in my name.”

 

Psalm 103:15
(NASB)  “As for man, his days are like grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes.”

 


(NLT)  “Our day on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die.”

 

Psalm 107:43
(NASB)  “Who is wise?  Let him give heed to these things. . .”



 


(NLT)  “Those who are wise will take all this to heart; they will see in our history the faithful love of the Lord.”

 

Psalm 112:2-3
(NASB)  “His descendants will be mighty on earth; . . .Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever (cf. Ps. 112:5-10).”

 


(NLT)  “Their children will be successful everywhere. . .They themselves will be wealthy, and their good deeds will never be forgotten.”

 

Psalm 119:9
(NASB)  “How can a young man keep his way pure?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “How can a young person stay pure?. . .”

 

Psalm 126:6
(NASB)  “He who goes to and fro weeping carrying his bag of seed, shall indeed come again with a shout of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.”

 


(NLT)  “They weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest.”

 

Psalm 130:8
(NASB)  “And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.”

 


(NLT)  “He himself will free Israel from every kind of sin.”

 

Psalm 144:3-4
(NASB)  “O Lord, what is man, that you take knowledge of him?  Or the son of man, that You think of him?  Man is like a mere breath; His days are like a passing shadow.”

 


(NLT)  “O Lord, what are mortals that you should notice us, mere humans that you should care for us?  For we are like a breath of air; our days are like a passing shadow.”

 

Psalm 146:4-5
(NASB)  “His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.  How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “When their breathing stops, they return to the earth, and in a moment all their plans come to an end.  But happy are those who have the God of Israel as their helper.”

 

PROVERBS

 

Proverbs 9:4
(NASB)  “Whoever is naive, let him turn in here!  To him who lacks understanding she says. . . (cf. Pr. 9:7-9)”

 


(NLT)  “Come home with me, she urges the simple.  To those without good judgment, she says. . .”

 

Proverbs 10:9
(NASB)  “He who walks in integrity walks securely, but he who perverts his ways will be found out (cf. Pr. 10:13, 19, 24, 26).”

 


(NLT)  “People with integrity have firm footing, but those who follow crooked paths will slip and fall.”

 

Proverbs 11:5
(NASB)  “The righteousness of the blameless will smooth his way, but the wicked will fall by his own wickedness (cf. Pr. 11:8-9, 12, 17, 19, 25-27, 29).”

 


(NLT)  “The godly are directed by their honesty; the wicked fall beneath their load of sin.”

 

Proverbs 12:9
(NASB)  “Better is he who is lightly esteemed and has a servant than he who honors himself and lacks bread (cf. Pr. 12:10, 13-15).”

 


(NLT)  “It is better to be a nobody with a servant than to be self-important but have no food.”

 

Proverbs 13:1
(NASB)  “A wise son accepts his father’s discipline. . . (cf. Pr. 13:3, 8, 18, 22, *24-25).”

 


(NLT)  “A wise child accepts a parent’s discipline. . .”
[iii]
 

Proverbs 13:24
(NASB)  “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently.”

 


(NLT)  “If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don’t love them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them.”

 

Proverbs 14:2
(NASB)  “He who walks in his uprightness fears the Lord, but he who is crooked in his ways despises Him (cf. Pr. 14:6, 8, 14-15, 20-21, 26, 31-32, 35).”

 


(NLT)  “Those who follow the right path fear the Lord;  those who take the wrong path despises him.”

 

Proverbs 15:20
(NASB)  “A wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish man despises his mother (cf. Pr. 15:5, 10, 12, 20-21, 27).”

 


(NLT)  “Sensible children bring joy to their father; foolish children despise their mother.”

 

Proverbs 16:2
(NASB)  “All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, but the Lord weighs the motives (cf. Pr. 16:7, 9, 17, 22-23, 29-30, 32).”

 


(NLT)  “People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.”

 

Proverbs 17:25
(NASB)  “A foolish son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him (cf. Pr. 17:5, 8, 12-13, 20-21, 25, 27-28).”

 


(NLT)  “A foolish child brings grief to a father and bitterness to a mother.”
[iv]
 

Proverbs 18:20
(NASB)  “With the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach will be satisfied; he will be satisfied with the product of his lips (cf. Pr. 18:1-2, 6-7, 9, 11, 13-14, 16-17, 20).”

 


(NLT)  “Words satisfy the soul as food satisfies the stomach; the right words on a person’s lips brings satisfaction.”

 

Proverbs 19:13, 18
(NASB)  “A foolish son is destruction to his father. . .Discipline your son while there is hope, and do not desire his death (cf. Pr. 19:1, 3-4, 6-7, 11, 12-13, 16-17, 22, 24).”

 


(NLT)  “A foolish child is a calamity to a father. . .Discipline your children while there is hope.  If you don’t you will ruin their lives.”
[v]
 

Proverbs 20:24
(NASB)  “Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, how then can man understand his way (cf. Pr. 20:2, 6-7, 11, 16-17, 20)?”

 


(NLT)  “How can we understand the road we travel?  It is the Lord who directs our steps.”

 

Proverbs 21:2
(NASB)  “Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts (cf. Pr. 21:10, 13, 23, 25).”

 


(NLT)  “People may think they are doing what is right, but the Lord examines the heart.”

 

Proverbs 22:6
(NASB)  “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it (cf. Pr. 22:3, 5, 9, 11, 16, 21, 25).”

 


(NLT)  “Teach your children to choose the right path, and when they are older, they will remain upon it.”

 

Proverbs 23:13-14
(NASB)  “Do not hold back discipline from the child, although you beat him with the rod, he will not die.  You shall beat him with the rod and deliver his soul from Sheol (cf. Pr. 23:7).”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t fail to correct your children.  They won’t die if you spank them.  Physical discipline may well save them from death.”

 

Proverbs 24:8
(NASB)  “He who plans to do evil, men will call him a schemer (cf. Pr. 24:18, 24).”

 


(NLT)  “A person who plans evil will get a reputation as a troublemaker.”

 

Proverbs 25:14
(NASB)  “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely (cf. Pr. 25:18, 21-23).”

 


(NLT)  “A person who doesn’t give a promised gift is like clouds and wind that don’t bring rain.”

 

Proverbs 26:4
(NASB)  “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will become like him (cf. Pr. 26:5-6, 11-12, 15, 17, 19, 24-27).”

 


(NLT)  “When arguing with fools, don’t answer their foolish arguments, or you will become as foolish as they are.”

 

Proverbs 27:14
(NASB)  “He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be reckoned a curse to him (cf. Pr. 27:8-9, 11, 13, 21-22).”

 


(NLT)  “If you shout a pleasant greeting to your neighbor too early in the morning, it will be counted as a curse!”

 

Proverbs 28:6
(NASB)  “Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than he who is crooked though he be rich (cf. Pr. 28:7-11, 13-14, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26-27).”

 


(NLT)  “It is better to be poor and honest than rich and crooked.”

 

Proverbs 29:15
(NASB)  “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother (cf. Pr. 29:1, 3, 5, 10-11, 12, 14-15, 20-21, 24).”

 


(NLT)  “To discipline and reprimand a child produces wisdom, but a mother is disgraced by an undisciplined child.”

 

MATTHEW

 

Matthew 5:22  (NASB)  “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his  (  ) brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his  


(  )brother . . .”

 



(NLT)  “But I say, if you are angry with someone, you are subject to judgment!  


If you say to your friend. . .”

 

Note:   The NLT omits both instances of the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, and paraphrases the verse by supplementing the pronoun, someone, and the phrase, If you say to your friend.”

 

Matthew 6:27  (NASB)  “And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his  




     (  ) life?”

 



(NLT)  “Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?  Of course not.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to a 2nd person singular pronoun, your.

 

Matthew 7:9-10
(NASB)  “Or what man is there among you who, when his (  ) son asks for a loaf, will give him (  ) a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him (  ) a snake, will he?”

 


(NLT)  “You parents- if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead?  Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake?  Of course not!”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and him (2xs) to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your and 3rd person plural pronoun, them.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural and 3rd person plural verbs (see also: Guidelines A5, B2).   

 

Matthew 7:24, 26  (NASB)  “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on 


them, may be compared to a wise man who built his  (  ) house on the rock. . .Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his  (  ) house on the sand.”

 



     (NLT)  “Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise, like a 


person who builds a house on solid rock. . .But anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, twice to the indefinite article, a .

 

Matthew 10:10 (NASB)  “. . . for the worker is worthy of his  (  ) support (lit. food).”

 



(NLT)  “. . . because those who work deserve to be fed.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, and replaces the masculine noun, worker, with an inclusive phrase, “those who work.”  The context of ch. 10 is dealing with the 12 apostles.

 

Matthew 10:24-25  (NASB)  “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his 


(  ) master.  It is enough for the disciple that he become like his  (  ) teacher and the slave like his  (  ) master.  If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how more will they malign the members of his  (  ) household!”

 



      (NLT)  “A student is not greater than the teacher.  A servant is not greater 


than the master.  The student shares the teacher’s fate.  The servant shares the master’s fate.  And since I, the master of the household, have been called the prince of demons, how much more will it happen to you, the members of the household!”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, 3 times to the definite article, the.  Again, the context of ch. 10 is dealing with the apostles.

 

Matthew 10:32
(NASB)  “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him (  ) before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him (  ) before My Father who is in heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will openly acknowledge that person before my Father in heaven.  But if anyone denies me here on earth, I will deny that person before my Father in heaven.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the plural noun, person.

 

Matthew 10:36-42  (NASB)  “and a man’s enemies will be the members of his  (  ) household.  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  And he who does not take his (  ) cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  He who has found his  (  ) life will lose it, and he who has lost his  (  ) life for My sake will find it.  He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.  And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his (  ) reward.”

 



    (NLT)  “Your enemies will be right in your own household.  If you love 


your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy of being mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not worthy of being mine.  If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine.  If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will find it.  Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me, and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me.  If you welcome a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will receive the same reward a prophet gets.  And if you welcome good and godly people because of their godliness, you will be given a reward like theirs.  And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, 4 times.  3 times the NLT changes it to the 2nd person singular pronoun, your and omits it in vs. 42.  Moreover, The NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs in verses 36-42 to second person singular verbs.

 

Matthew 12:32
(NASB)  “Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him (  ); but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him (  ) . . .”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who blasphemes against me, the Son of Man, can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT omits both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, him.

 

Matthew 12:50  (NASB)  “For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he 


(  ) is my brother and sister and mother.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven [ ] is my brother 


and sister and mother.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, he.

 

Matthew 13:12  (NASB)  “For whoever has, to him  (  ) more shall be given, and he will have an abundance ; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him ().”

 



 (NLT)  “To those who are open to my teaching, more understanding will be 


given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge.  But to those who are not listening, even what they have will be taken away from them.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine pronoun, him, twice, to the plural pronouns they and them.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

Matthew 13:19, 21
(NASB)  “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 


understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his  (  ) heart. . .yet he has  no firm root in himself ( ), but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away .”

 




(NLT)  “The seed that fell on the hard path represents those who hear 


the Good News about the Kingdom and don’t understand it.  Then the evil one comes and snatches the seed away from their hearts. . .But like young plants in such soil, their roots don’t go very deep.  At first they get along fine, but they wilt as soon as they have problems or are persecuted because they believe the word.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the plural pronoun, their, and omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, himself.  Also, the NLT again changes the 3rd person singular verbs in verses 19, 21 to plurals, (e.g., they have).

 

Matthew 13:31  (NASB)  “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his  (  ) field.”

 



 (NLT)  “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field.”

 

Note:  The NLT not only omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, but also an entire phrase which refers specifically to a male farmer (cf. Matt. 13:31 male occupation with 13:33 female duties).

 

Matthew 13:52  (NASB)  “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his 


( ) treasure things new and old.”

 



 (NLT)  “Every teacher of religious law who has become a disciple in the 


Kingdom of Heaven is like a person who brings out of the storehouse the new teachings as well as the old.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the definite article the.  Also, notice the change from “head of a household” to “person.”

 

Matthew 15:6  (NASB)  “he is not to honor his ( ) father or his mother.”

 


(NLT) vs. 5 “But you say, ‘You don’t need to honor your parents by caring for their needs if you give the money to God instead.’”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person pronoun, your.  Also, the NLT translates the 3rd person singular verb, he is not to honor, as a 2nd person singular verb, you don’t need to honor.

 

Matthew 16:24-27  (NASB)  “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself 

(  ), and take up his (  )  cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his  (  ) life will lose it; but whoever loses his  (                ) life for My sake will find it.  For what will it profit a man if he gains  the whole world and forfeits his  (  ) soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his  (  ) soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his  (  ) deeds.”

 



     (NLT)  “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your 


selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me.  If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life.  And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process?  Is anything worth more than your soul?  For I, the Son of Man, will come in the glory of my Father with his angels and will judge all people according to their  deeds.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, 7 times to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.  Also, the NLT changes every 3rd person singular verb to 2nd person singular (e.g., you must put aside instead of he must deny vs. 24;  you gain instead of he gains, vs. 26).

 

Matthew 18:35  (NASB)  “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his (  ) brother from your heart.”

 



 (NLT)  “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive 


your brothers and sisters in your heart.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person pronoun, your.  Also, notice the change from the singular, brother, to the plural, brothers and sisters (see: Guideline B1).

 

Matthew 21:41  (NASB)  “They said to Him. . . .” (  )

 



 (NLT)  “The religious leaders replied . . .”

 

Note:  The 3rd person masculine singular pronoun is excluded.

 

Matthew 21:44  (NASB)  “And he who falls  on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him  ( ) like dust.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who stumbles  over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone  on whom it falls.”

 

Note:  The 3rd person masculine singular pronoun is changed to a neuter 1st person plural.

 

Matthew 24:17-18  (NASB)  “Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his  (  ) house.  Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his  (  ) cloak.”

 



      (NLT)  “A person outside the house must not go inside to pack.  A person 


in the field must not return even to get a coat.”

 

Note:  In both verses, the NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his.

 

Matthew 24:43  (NASB)  “But be sure of this, that if the head of the household had known at 


what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his  (  ) house to be broken into.”

 



 (NLT)  “Know this:  A homeowner who knew exactly when a burglar was 


coming would stay alert and not permit the house to be broken into.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the definite article, the.  Also, the NLT changes head of the household to homeowner.

 

Matthew 24:45-51  (NASB)  “Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his  


(  ) master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that slave whom his  (  ) master finds so doing when he comes.  Truly I say to you that he will put him 


(  ) in charge of all his possessions.  But if that evil slave says in his  (  ) heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time,’ and begins to beat his (  ) fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect  him and at an hour which he does not know , and will cut him  


(  ) in pieces and assign him  (  ) a place with the hypocrites; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “Who is a faithful, sensible servant, to whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his household and feeding his family?  If the 


master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward.  I assure you, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns.  But if the servant is evil and thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while, and begins oppressing the other servants, partying, and getting drunk- well, the master will return unannounced and unexpected.  He will tear the servant apart and banish him with the hypocrites. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, 6 times (e.g., the master instead of his master; the other servants instead of his fellow slaves; will tear the servant instead of will cut him).  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun in vs. 48 and mistranslates the attributive adjective, evil.  


The NLT also applies the 3rd person singular verbs to the master instead of the male slave (e.g., the master will return unannounced and unexpected instead of when he (male slave) does not expect him (the master) and at an hour which he does not know (male slave).

 

 

Matthew 25:18  (NASB)  “But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his  (  ) master’s money.”

 



 (NLT)  “But the servant who received the one bag of gold dug a hole in the 


ground and the master’s money for safekeeping.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the definite article, the.

 

Matthew 25:21, 23, 26  (NASB)  “His (  )  master said to him (  ). . .His 


(  ) master said to him (  ). . .But his 


(  ) master answered and said to him (  ). . .”

 




 (NLT)  “The master was full of praise. . .The master said. . .But the 


master replied.”

 

Note:  The NLT replaces one 3rd person masculine singular pronoun with a definite article, the.  The other 3rd person masculine singular pronouns are omitted.  

 

Matthew 25:28-29  (NASB)  “Therefore, take away the talent from him (  ), and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance  but from the one who does not have, even what he does have  shall be taken away.”

 


(NLT)  “Take money from this servant and give it to the one with the ten 


bags of gold.  To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance.  But from those who are unfaithful, even what little they have will be taken away.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to “this servant.”  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plurals.

 

MARK

 

Mark 7:12
(NASB)  “you no longer permit him (  ) to do anything for his father or his mother; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “You let them disregard their needy parents.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.

 

Mark 7:15, 18-19
(NASB)  “there is nothing outside the man which can defile him (  ) if it goes into him (  );. . .Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him (  ), because it does not go into his (  ) heart, but into his  stomach,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “You are not defiled by what you eat; you are defiled by what you say and do! . . .Don’t you understand either? he asked.  Can’t you see that what you eat won’t defile you? Food doesn’t come in contact with your heart, but only passes through the stomach. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him and his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, you and your.
 

Mark 8:34-37  (NASB)  “. . .If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself,


and take up his  (  ) cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his  (  ) life will lose it, but whoever loses his  (  ) life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.  For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his  (  ) soul?  For what will a man give in exchange for his  (  ) soul?”

 


(NLT)  “If any of you wants to be my follower,” he told them, “You must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me.  If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will find true life.  And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process?  Is anything worth more than your soul?”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural verbs.

 

Mark 9:41-42  (NASB)  “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his  (  ) reward.  Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him  (  ) if, with a heavy millstone hung around his (  ) neck, he had been cast  into the sea.”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone gives you even a cup of water because you belong to the Messiah, I assure you, that person will be rewarded.  But if anyone causes one of these little ones who trusts in me to lose faith, it would be better for that person to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around the neck.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his , or replaces it with, “that person,” or “the neck” (notice also the 3rd person singular verb).

 

Mark 10:45
(NASB)  “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his (  ) life a ransom for many.”

 


(NLT)  “For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom for many.”

 

Note:  The NLT translates the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, as my.

 

Mark 11:23
(NASB)  “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his (  ) heart, but believes that what he says  is going to happen, it will be granted him (  ).”

 



(NLT)  “I assure you that you can say to this mountain, ‘May God lift you up 


and throw you into the sea,’ and your command will be obeyed.  All that’s required is that you really believe and do not doubt in your heart.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his and him.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs.

 

Mark 13:15-16  (NASB)  “the one who is on the housetop must not go down, or go into get anything out of his  (  ) house; and the one who is in the field must not turn back to get his (  )  coat.”

 



 (NLT)  “A person outside the house must not go back into the house to pack.  


A person in the field must not return even to get a coat.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to either the definite article, the, or the indefinite article, a.

 

LUKE

 

Luke 6:40
(NASB)  “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully 

trained, will be like his (  ) teacher.

 



(NLT)  “A student is not greater than the teacher.  But the student who works 

hard will become like the teacher.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the definite article, the.

 

Luke 6:45
(NASB)  “. . .for his mouth speaks from that which fills his  (  ) heart.”

 



(NLT)  “. . .Whatever is in your heart determines what you say.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.

 

Luke 9:23-26
(NASB)  “. . . If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself 


( ), and take up his (  ) cross daily and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his (  ) life will lose it, but whoever loses his

(  ) life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself 


(  )?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”

 


(NLT)  “. . . If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me.  If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life.  And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose or forfeit your own soul in the process?  If a person is ashamed of me and my message, I, the Son of Man, will be ashamed of that person when I return in my glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes all the 3rd person singular masculine pronouns, his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural verbs.  Notice also the change in vs. 26 from 3rd person to 1st person.

 

  Luke 9:62
(NASB)  “But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his  (lit. the) 


hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 



(NLT)  “But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then 

looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”

 

 

 

Luke 10:7
(NASB)  “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the 

laborer is worthy of his (  ) wages.  Do not keep moving from house to 

house.”

 



(NLT)  “When you enter a town, don’t move around from home to home.  Stay 


in one place, eating and drinking what they provide you.  Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve their pay.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to a 3rd person plural pronoun, their.

 

Luke 11:11-12
   (NASB)  “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him (  ) a snake instead of a fish, will he?  Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him (  ) a scorpion, will he?”

 



(NLT)  “You fathers- if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake 


instead?  Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion?  Of course not!”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural verbs.  Notice also the change from son to children (see Guideline B2).

 

Luke 12:8, 10
  (NASB)  “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him (  ) also before the angels of God; . . . And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him

(  ); but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him.”

 


(NLT)  “And I assure you of this:  If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I, the Son of Man, will openly acknowledge that person in the presence of God’s angels. . .Yet those who speak against the Son of Man may be forgiven, but anyone who speaks blasphemies against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven.”

 

Note:  The NLT in vs. 8 changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to “that person.”  In vs. 10, the NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun.

 

Luke 12:15
  (NASB)  “. . .Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his (  ) life consist of his 


(  ) possessions.” 

 


(NLT)  “. . .Beware!  Don’t be greedy for what you don’t have.  Real life is not measured by how much we own.” 

 

Note:  The NLT omits both occurrences of the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his.

 

Luke 12:21
(NASB)  “So is the man who stores up treasure for himself (  ), and is not rich toward God.”

 


(NLT)  “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself.

 

Luke 14:8, 11
(NASB)  “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him (  ),. . . For everyone who exalts himself (  ) will be humbled, and he who humbles himself (  ) will be exalted.”

 


(NLT)  “If you are invited to a wedding feast, don’t always head for the best seat.  What if someone more respected than you has also been invited? . . . For the proud will be humbled, but the humble will be honored.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits all the 3rd person masculine singular pronouns (him, himself [2xs]).

 

Luke 14:26-30, 33
(NASB)  “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own 


(  ) father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own (  ) life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not carry his own(  ) cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him 


(  ), saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ . . .So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own (  ) possessions.”

 


(NLT)  “If you want to be my follower you must love me more than your own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters- yes more than your own life.  Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.  And you cannot be my disciple if you do not carry your own cross and follow me.  But don’t begin until you count the cost.  For who would begin construction of a building without first getting estimates and then checking to see if there is enough money to pay the bills?  Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running out of funds.  And then how everyone would laugh at you!  They would say, ‘There’s the person who started that building and ran out of money before it was finished! . . . So no one can become my disciple without giving up everything for me.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, his own, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your own.  Notice also the change from 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural verbs and the change from man to person (on this see Guideline A5).

 

Luke 15:4-6
(NASB)  “What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?  When he has found it, he lays it on his 


(  ) shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he comes home, he calls together his (lit. the) friends and his (lit. the) neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’”

 



(NLT)  “If you had one hundred sheep, and one of them strayed away and was 


lost in the wilderness, wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine others to go and search for the lost one until you found it?  And then you would joyfully carry it home on your shoulders.  When you arrived, you would call together your friends and neighbors to rejoice with you because your lost sheep was found.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.  Also, notice the change from 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural verbs and the change in the word man.

 

Luke 17:33
(NASB)  “Whoever seeks to keep his (  ) life will lose it, and whoever loses his life (lit. it) will preserve it.”

 


(NLT)  “Whoever clings to this life will lose it, and whoever loses this life will save it.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to this. 

 

Luke 18:14
(NASB)  “I tell you, this man went to his (  ) house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself (  ) will be humbled, but he who humbles himself (  ) will be exalted.”

 


(NLT)  “I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God.  For the proud will be humbled, but the humble will be honored.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits all of the 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his, himself [2xs].

 

Luke 19:17, 22
(NASB)  “And he said to him. . .He said to him. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Well done. . .You wicked servant!”

 

Note:  The NLT omits both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, him.

 

Luke 20:18
(NASB)  “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him (  ) like dust.”

 


(NLT)  “All who stumble over that stone will broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him. 

 

JOHN 

 

John 3:27
(NASB)  “. . .A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him (  ) from heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .God in heaven appoints each person’s work.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him.

 

John 6:44
(NASB)  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him

(  ); and I will raise him (  ) up on the last day.”

 


(NLT)  “For people can’t come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them from the dead.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, them (see also John 6:65; the NLT again changes him to them).

 

John 7:18
(NASB)  “He who speaks from himself (  ) seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him (  ), He 


( )
[vi] is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him (  ).”

 


(NLT)  “Those who present their own ideas are looking for praise for themselves, but those who seek to honor the one who sent them are good and genuine.”

 

*Note:  The NLT changes the meaning of this important Christological passage!  The NLT changes all the 3rd person masculine singular pronouns (himself, Him [2xs]), to 3rd person plural pronouns, themselves and them.
 

John 7:53  (NASB)  [“Everyone went to his  (  ) home.”]
[vii]
 


     (NLT)      [“Then the meeting broke up and everybody went home.”]

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to a 1st person plural indefinite relative pronoun, everybody.

 

John 11:10
(NASB)  “But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him (  ).”

 


(NLT)  “Only at night is there danger of stumbling because there is no light.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him.

 

John 12:25-26  (NASB)  “He who loves his  (  ) life loses it, and he who hates his  


(  ) life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  If anyone serves Me, he must follow  (3rd person sing.) Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him  ( ).”

 



(NLT)  “Those who love their life in this world will lose it.  Those who despise 


their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  All those who want to be my disciples must come and follow me, because my servant must be where I am.  And if they follow me, the Father will honor them.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, twice in verse 25 to a 3rd person plural pronoun, their (2xs).  Also, in vs. 26, the NLT inaccurately translates the present active imperative 3rd person singular verb, he must follow, to a plural, those who want to follow.  And, in vs. 26, the NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to a 3rd person plural, them. 

John 13:16  (NASB)  “Truly, Truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his  (  ) master, neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him 


(  ).”

 

                   (NLT)  “How true it is that a servant is not greater than the master.  Nor are messengers more important than the one who sends them.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, twice and substitutes the plural pronoun, them.

 

John 13:18  (NASB)  “I do not speak of all of you.  I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He who eats  (speaking of Judas Iscariot) My bread has lifted up His  (  ) heel against Me.”

 

                   (NLT)  “I am not saying these things to all of you; I know so well each one of you I chose.  The Scriptures declare, ‘The one who shares  my food has turned against me,’ and this will soon come true.

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, “his heel.”

 

John 14:21  (NASB)  “He who has My commandments and keeps them (lit. he;  ) is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him (  ) and will disclose myself to him 


(  ).”

 


       (NLT)  “Those who obey my commandments are the ones who love me, my 


Father will love them, and I will love them.  And I will reveal myself to each one of them.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, twice to the plural pronoun, them.

 

John 14:23-24  (NASB)  “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 


him (  ), and We will come to him  (  ) and make Our abode with him (  ).  He who does not love Me does not keep My words; . . .”

 



 (NLT)  “All those who love me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, 


and we will come to them and live with them.  Anyone who doesn’t love me will not do what I say. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, 3 times to the plural pronoun, them.

 

John 15:13  (NASB)  “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his  (  ) life for his  (  ) friends.”

 


       (NLT)  “And here is how to measure it- the greatest love is show when people lay 


down their  lives for their  friends.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine pronoun, his, twice to the plural pronoun, their.

 

John 15:20  (NASB)  “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his  


(  )  master.’. . .”

 


(NLT)
“Do you remember what I told you?  ‘A servant is not greater than the     

master.’. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine pronoun, his.

 

ROMANS

 

Romans 14:7
(NASB)  “For not one of us lives for himself (  ), and not one dies for himself (  ). . .”

 


(NLT)  “For we are not our own masters when we live or when we die.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself, to the 1 person plural pronoun, we.

 

1 CORINTHIANS

 

1 Corinthians 2:11
(NASB)  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him (  )?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one can know what anyone else is really thinking except that person alone, . . .”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him.

 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15
(NASB)  “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him (  ); and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself (  ) is appraised by no one.”

 


(NLT)  “But people who aren’t Christians can’t understand these truths from God’s Spirit.  It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand what the Spirit means.  We who have the Spirit understand these things, but others can’t understand us at all.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him and the intensive pronoun, himself, to 3rd the person plural pronoun, them or us.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs (e.g., he cannot understand) to plural verbs.

 

1 Corinthians 3:18
(NASB)  “Let no man deceive himself (  ). . .”

 




(NLT)  “Stop fooling yourselves. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself, to the 2nd person plural reflexive pronoun, yourselves.

 

1 Corinthians 6:5
(NASB)  “. . .Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his (  ) brethren, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Isn’t there anyone in all the church who is wise enough to decide these arguments?”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the phrase, his brethren.

 

1 Corinthians 11:28
(NASB)  “But a man must examine himself (  ), and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

 


(NLT)  “That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking from the cup.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself, to the 2nd person plural reflexive pronoun, yourself (notice also the 3rd person singular imperative verb (e.g., he is to eat).

 

GALATIANS

 

Galatians 6:8
(NASB)  “For the one who sows to his own ( Ѐ ) flesh will from the flesh reap corruption. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires will harvest the consequences of decay and death. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, his own, to a 3rd person plural reflexive pronoun, their own.
 

EPHESIANS

 

Ephesians 4:25
(NASB)  “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his (  ) neighbor, for we are members of one another.”

 


(NLT)  “So put away all falsehood and tell your neighbor the truth because we belong to one another.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.

 

COLOSSIANS

 

Colossians 2:18
(NASB)  “. . . his (  ) fleshly mind.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .their sinful minds.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.

 

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS

 

1 Thessalonians 4:4, 6  (NASB)  “that each of you know how to possess his own 


(  ) vessel in sanctification and honor. . .and that no man transgress and defraud his (  ) brother in the matter. . .”

 




 (NLT)  “Then each of you will control your body and live in holiness 


 and honor. . .Never cheat another Christian in this matter. . .”
[viii]
 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his, once to a 2nd person plural, your, and once to another.

 

2 Thessalonians  3:14
(NASB)  “If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him (  ), so that he will be put to shame.”

 


(NLT)  “Take not of those who refuse to obey what we say in this letter.  Stay away from them so they will be ashamed.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.  Notice also how the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verb (he will be put to shame) to a 3rd person plural verb (they will be ashamed).

 

1 TIMOTHY

 

1 Timothy 5:18
(NASB)  “. . .The laborer is worthy of his (  ) wages.”

 




(NLT)  “. . .Those who work deserve their pay!”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  (see also:  Deuteronomy 24:15; the NLT changes from 3rd person masculine singular to 3rd person plural).

 

HEBREWS

 

Hebrews 4:10
  (NASB)  “For the one who has entered His (God’s) rest has himself


(  ) also rested from his (  ) works, as God did from His.”

 



(NLT)  “For all who enter into God’s rest will find rest from their labors, just 


as God rested after creating the world.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular intensive pronoun, himself, and changes the 3rd person masculine singular demonstrative pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.

 

Hebrews 8:11    (NASB)  “And they shall not teach everyone his (  ) fellow citizen, and everyone his (  ) brother, . . .”

 



  (NLT)  “And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need 

  to teach their family. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  Notice also the change from brother to family.  (see also:  Jeremiah 31:34; the NLT changes from 3rd person masculine singular to 3rd person plural).

 

JAMES

 

James 1:5, 8-11
(NASB)  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him 


(  . .being a double-minded man, unstable in all his 


(ways.  But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his () high position; and the rich man is to glory in his () humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his ( pursuits will fade away.”

 


(NLT)  “If you need wisdom- if you want to know what God wants you to do- ask him, and he will gladly tell you.  He will not resent your asking. . . They can’t make up their minds.  They waver back and forth in everything they do.  Christians who are poor should be glad, for God has humbled them.  They will fade away like a flower in the field.  The hot sun rises and dries up the grass; the flower withers, and its beauty fades away.  So also, wealthy people will fade away with all of their achievements.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and him to both the 2nd person plural pronoun, your and the 3rd person plural pronoun, their, they, or them.  Notice also, the 3rd person singular verbs (e.g., let him ask; he will pass away) are changed to either 2nd person plural verbs or 3rd person plural verbs. 

 

James 1:23-26    (NASB)  “For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his (  ) natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself (  ) and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.  If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his (  ) tongue but deceives his (  ) own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.”

 


(NLT)  “For if you just listen and don’t obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve your appearance.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.  But if you keep looking steadily into God’s perfect law- the law that sets you free- and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.  If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are just fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and himself, to the 2nd person plural pronoun, your.  Notice also that the 3rd person singular verbs are changed to 2nd person plural verbs.

 

James 2:14
(NASB)  “What use it my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works?  Can that faith save him (  )?”

 


(NLT)  “Dear brothers and sisters, what’s the use of saying you have faith if you don’t prove it by your actions?  That kind of faith can’t save anyone.”

 

Note:   The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him.  Notice also that the 3rd person singular verbs are changed to 2nd person plural verbs.

 

James 3:13
(NASB)  “Who among you is wise and understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior his (  ) deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.”

 



(NLT)  “If you are wise and understand God’s ways, live a life of steady 


goodness so that only good deeds will pour forth.  And if you don’t brag about the good you do, then you will be truly wise!”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his.  Notice also that the 3rd person singular verb is changed to 2nd person plural.

 

James 4:11, 17   (NASB)  “Do not speak against one another, brethren.  He who speaks against a brother or judges his (  ) brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; . . .Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him (  ) it is sin.”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t speak evil against each other, my dear brothers and sisters.  If you criticize each other and condemn each other, then you are criticizing and condemning God’s law. . .Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his and him.

 

James 5:14-15    (NASB)  “Is anyone among you sick?  Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him (  ), anointing him (  ) with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him (  ) up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him (  ).”

 


(NLT)  “Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  And their prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make them well.  And anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.”

 

Note:   The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the 3rd person plural, them.  Notice also that the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

 

James 5:19-20
(NASB)  “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him (  ) back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his (  ) way will save his (  ) soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”

 


(NLT)  “My dear brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders away from the truth and is brought back again, you can be sure that one who brings that person back will save that sinner from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him (e.g., that person; that sinner).  Also, notice the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 2nd person plural.

 

2 PETER

 

2 Peter 1:9
(NASB)  “For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification form his (  ) former sins.”

 



(NLT)  “But those who fail to develop these virtues are blind or, at least, very 


shortsighted.  They have already forgotten that God has cleansed them from their old life of sin.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  Also, notice that the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

1 JOHN

 

1 John 2:6
(NASB)  “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself (  ) to walk in the same manner as He walked.”

 



(NLT)  “Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Christ did.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular intensive pronoun, himself, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

1 John 2:9-11
(NASB)  “The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his (  ) brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who loves his (  ) brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him 


(  ).  But the one who hates his (  ) brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his (  ) eyes.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who says, ‘I am in the light’ but rejects another Christian is still in darkness.  But anyone who loves other Christians is walking in the light and does not cause anyone to stumble.  Those who reject other Christians are wandering in spiritual darkness and don’t know where they are going, for the darkness has made them blind.”
[ix]
 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and him to another, other, anyone, or them.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

1 John 3:3
(NASB)  “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself

(  ), just as He is pure.”

 


(NLT)  “And all who believe this will keep themselves pure, just as Christ is pure.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, themselves. 

 

1 John 3:9-10
(NASB)  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him (  ); and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children  of God and the children of the devil are obvious:  anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his

(  ) brother.”

 



(NLT)  “Those who have been born into God’s family do not sin, because 


God’s life is in them.  So they can’t keep on sinning, because they have been born of God.  So now we can tell who are children of God and who are children of the Devil.  Anyone who does not obey God’s commands and does not love other Christians does not belong to God.”
[x]
 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him and his to the 3rd person pronoun them and the word, other.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

1 John 3:15, 17  (NASB)  “Everyone who hates his (  ) brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him (  ). . .But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his (  ) brother in need and closes his (  ) heart against him (  ), how does the love of God abide in him (  )?”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who hates another Christian is really a murderer at heart.  And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them. . .But if one of you has enough money to live well, and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help- how can God’s love be in that person?”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and him, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.  Or, the NLT substitutes another word altogether (e.g., another Christian; a brother or sister; that person.  

 

1 John 3:24
(NASB)  “The one who keep His commandments abides in Him, and He in him (   ). . .”

 



(NLT)  “Those who obey God’s commandments live in fellowship with him, 


and he with them. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.

 

1 John 4:15-16  (NASB)  “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him (  ), and he ( ) in God.  We have come to know and have believed that love which God has for us.  God is love and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him (   ).”

 



(NLT)  “All who proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in 


them, and they live in God.  We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in him.  God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him and he, to the 3rd person plural pronoun them and they.

 

1 John 4:20-21   (NASB)  “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his (  ) brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his (  ) brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this is the commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his (  )           brother also.”

 



(NLT)  “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates another Christian,* that 


person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we have not seen?  And God himself has commanded that we must love not only him but our Christian brothers and sisters, too.”
[xi]
 

Note:   The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, several ways (e.g., another Christian; people; our Christian brothers and sisters).  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 1 person plural verbs.

 

1 John 5:10
(NASB)  “The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself (  ); the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.”

 



(NLT)  “All who believe in the Son of God know that this is true.  Those who 


don’t believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has testified about his Son.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular reflexive pronoun, himself.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

1 John 5:16, 18    (NASB)  “If anyone sees his (  ) brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him (  ) give life to those who commit sin not leading to death.  There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. . .We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him ( ), and the evil one does not touch him (  ).”

 



(NLT)  “If you see a Christian sinning in a way that does not lead to death, 


you should pray, and God will give that person life.  But there is a sin that leads to death, and I am not saying you should pray for those who commit it. . .We know that those who have become part of God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot get his hands on them.”
[xii]
 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his and him, several ways (e.g., a Christian, that person, or the 3rd person plural pronoun, them.).

 

REVELATION

 

Revelation 2:17  
(NASB)  “. . .To him who overcomes, to him  ( ) I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him (  ) a white stone. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Everyone who is victorious will eat of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven.  And I will give to each one a white stone. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular plural pronouns, him, to 3rd person plural pronouns, everyone and one.

 

Revelation 3:20
(NASB)  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him (  ) and will dine with


him (  ), and he (  ) with Me.”

 


(NLT)  “Look!  Here I stand at the door and knock.  If you hear me calling and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal as friends.”

 

Note:  The NLT omits all three 3rd person masculine singular pronouns.

 

Revelation 6:4, 8
(NASB)  “And another, a red horse went out; and to him (  ) who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him (  ). . .I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him (  ). . .”

 


(NLT)  “And another horse appeared, a red one.  Its rider was given a mighty sword and the authority to remove peace from the earth.  And there was great war and slaughter everywhere. . .And I looked up and saw a horse whose color was pale green like a corpse.  And Death was the name of its riders, who was followed around by the Grave.

 

Note:  The NLT omits the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, him. 

 

Revelation 13:10
(NASB)  “If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes, if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he (  ) must be killed. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The people who are destined for prison will be arrested and taken away.  Those who are destined for death will be killed. . .”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, he, to the plural pronoun, those.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

Revelation 14:9-10
(NASB)  “Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his (  ) forehead or on his (  ) hand, he 


(  ) also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”

 


(NLT)  “Then a third angel followed them, shouting, ‘Anyone who worships the beast and his statue or who accepts his mark on the forehead or the hand must drink the wine of God’s wrath.  It is poured out undiluted into God’s cup of wrath.  And they will be tormented with fire and burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the definite article, the.  Also, the NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular verbs to 3rd person singular verbs.

 

Revelation 16:15  (NASB)  “Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his (  ) clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his (  ) shame.”

 



    (NLT)  “Take note:  I will come as unexpectedly as a thief!  Blessed are all 


who are watching for me, who keep their robes ready so they will not need to walk naked and ashamed.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes one 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.  The other 3rd person masculine singular pronoun (his shame) is omitted.  Also, the NLT changes a 3rd person singular verb to a 3rd person plural verb (he will not walk; they will not need to walk).

 

Revelation 21:7
(NASB)  “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his

(  ) God and he (  ) will be My son.”

 


(NLT)  “All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God and they will be my children.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, his and he, to 3rd person plural pronouns, their and they.  The NLT also changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs. 

 

Revelation 22:12
(NASB)  “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done (lit. as his work is)”

 


(NLT)  “See I am coming soon, and my reward is with me, to repay all according to their deeds.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person masculine singular pronoun, his, to the 3rd person plural pronoun, their.

 

Revelation 22:18-19  
(NASB)  “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:  if anyone adds to them, God will add to him (  ) the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his

(  ) part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.”

 


(NLT)  “And I solemnly declare to everyone who hears the prophetic words of this book:  If anyone adds anything to what is written here, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book.  And if anyone removes any of the words of this prophetic book, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described in this book.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes both 3rd person masculine singular pronouns, him and his, to that person.


  

A.
Gender-related renderings of Biblical language which we affirm:

 


3.
“Man” should ordinarily be used to designate the human race, for 
example in Genesis 1:26-27; 5:2; Ezekiel 29:11; and John 2:25.

 

Genesis 1:26-27
(NASB)  “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image. . .God created man in His own image. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then God said, “Let us make people in our image. . .So God created people in his own image. . .”
[xiii]
 

Genesis 5:1-2
(NASB)  “. . .In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.  He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created.’

 


(NLT)  “. . .When God created people* he made them in the likeness of God.  He created them male and female, and he blessed them and called them human.”
[xiv]
 

Genesis 6:3, 5-7
(NASB)  “. . .My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years. . . Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .My Spirit will not put up with humans for such a long time, for they are only mortal flesh.  In the future, they will live no more than 120 years. . .Now the Lord observed the extent of the people’s wickedness, and he saw that all their thoughts were consistently and totally evil.  So the Lord was sorry he had ever made them.  It broke his heart.”

 

Genesis 9:5-6
(NASB)  “. . .And from every man, from every man’s brother I will require the life of man.  Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .and any person who murders must be killed.  Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person, for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God’s image.”

 

Numbers 12:3
(NASB)  (“Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.”)

 


(NLT)  “Now Moses was more humble than any other person on earth.”

 

Deuteronomy 8:3
(NASB)  “. . .man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .people need more than bread for their life; real life comes by feeding on every word of the Lord.”

 

1 Kings 8:46
(see also: 2 Chronicles 6:36; NASB) “. . .(for there is no man who does not sin)


(NLT)  “If they sin against you- and who has never sinned?. . .”

 

1 Chronicles 29:1
(NASB)  “. . .for the temple is not for man, but for the Lord God.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .for the Temple he will build is not just another building- it is for the Lord God.”

 

Job 5:7
(NASB)  “For man is born for trouble as sparks fly upward.”

 


(NLT)  “People are born for trouble as predictably as sparks fly upward from a fire.”

 

Job 20:4
(NASB)  “Do you know this from of old, from the establishment of man on earth, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t you realize that ever since people were first placed on the earth, . . .”

 

Job 34:21
(NASB)  “For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He sees all his steps.”

 


(NLT)  “For God carefully watches the way people live; he see everything they do.”

 

Psalm 32:2
(NASB)  “How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin. . .”

 

Psalm 36:6
(NASB)  “. . .O Lord, You preserve man and beast.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You care for people and animals alike, O Lord.”

 

Psalm 39:5
(NASB)  “. . .Surely every man at his best is a mere breath (cf. Ps. 39:11).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .human existence is but a breath.”

 

Psalm 49:12
(NASB)  “But man in his pomp will not endure; he is like the beasts that perish (cf. Ps. 49:20).”

 


(NLT)  “They will not last long despite their riches- they will die like the animals.”

 

Psalm 56:11
(NASB)  “. . .What can man do to me (cf. Ps. 118:6)?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .What can mere mortals do to me?”

 

Psalm 60:11
(NASB)  “. . .for deliverance by man is in vain (cf. Ps. 108:12; 146:3).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .for all human help is useless.”

 

Psalm 76:10
(NASB)  “For the wrath of man shall praise you. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Human opposition only enhances your glory. . .”

 

Psalm 84:5
(NASB)  “How blessed is the man whose strength is in You. . . (cf. Ps. 84:12).”

 


(NLT)  “Happy are those who can live in your house. . .”

 

Psalm 90:3
(NASB)  “You turn man back into dust and say, ‘Return, O children of men.’”

 


(NLT)  “You turn people back to dust, saying, ‘Return to dust!’”

 

Psalm 94:11
(NASB)  “The Lord knows the thoughts of man (cf. Ps. 94:10). . .”

 


(NLT)  “The Lord knows people’s thoughts. . .”

 

Psalm 104:14
(NASB)  “He causes the grass to grow for cattle, and vegetation for the labor of man. . . (cf. Ps. 104:23).”

 


(NLT)  “You cause grass to grow for the cattle.  You cause plants to grow for people to use. . .”

 

Psalm 105:14
(NASB)  “He permitted no man to oppress them. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Yet he did not let anyone oppress them. . .”

 

Psalm 118:6
(NASB)  “The Lord is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?”

 


(NLT)  “The Lord is for me, so I will not be afraid.  What can mere mortals do to me?”

 

Psalm 119:134
(NASB)  “Redeem me from the oppression of man. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Rescue me from the oppression of evil people. . .”

 

Psalm 135:8
(NASB)  “. . .both of man and beast. . .”

 


(NLT)  “both people and animals.”

 

Psalm 144:3-4
(NASB)  “O Lord, what is man, that you take knowledge of him?  Or the son of man, that you think of him?  Man is like a mere breath; his days are like a passing shadow.”

 


(NLT)  “O Lord, what are mortals that you should notice us, mere humans that you should care for us?  For we are like a breath of air; our days are like a passing shadow.”

 

Proverbs 3:4
(NASB)  “. . .in the sight of God and man (cf. Pr. 3:13, 30).”

 


(NLT)  “Then you will find favor with both God and people. . .”

 

Proverbs 8:34
(NASB)  “Blessed is the man who listens to me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Happy are those who listen to me. . .”

 

Proverbs 11:7
(NASB)  “When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish. . .”

 


(NLT)  “When the wicked die, their hopes all perish. . .”

 

Proverbs 12:3
(NASB)  “A man will not be established by wickedness. . . (cf. Pr. 12:8, 14, 23, 27).”

 


(NLT)  “Wickedness never brings stability. . .”

 

Proverbs 15:20
(NASB)  “A wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish man despises his mother.”

 


(NLT)  “Sensible children bring joy to their father, foolish children despise their mother.”

 

Proverbs 16:1-2
(NASB)  “The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer is from the Lord.  All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, but the Lord weighs the motives (cf. Pr. 16:9).”

 


(NLT)  “We can gather our thoughts, but the Lord gives the right answer.  People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.”

 

Proverbs 17:18
(NASB)  “A man lacking in sense pledges and becomes surety in the presence of his neighbors.”

 


(NLT)  “It is poor judgment to co-sign a friend’s note, to become responsible for a neighbor’s debts.”

 

Proverbs 19:3
(NASB)  “The foolishness of man subverts his way, and his heart rages against the Lord (cf. Pr. 19:22).”

 


(NLT)  “People ruin their lives by their own foolishness and then are angry at the Lord.”

 

Proverbs 20:6
(NASB)  “Many a man (adam) proclaims his own loyalty, but who can find a trustworthy man (’ish).”

 


(NLT)  “Many will say they are loyal friends, but who can find one who is really faithful?”

 

Proverbs 20:24
(NASB)  “Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, how then can man understand his way (cf. Pr. 20:25, 27)?”

 


(NLT)  “How can we understand the road we travel?  It is the Lord who directs our steps.”

 

Proverbs 21:16
(NASB)  “A man who wanders from the way of understanding will rest in the assembly of the dead (cf. Pr. 21:16, 20).”

 


(NLT)  “The person who strays from common sense will end up in the company of the dead.”

 

Proverbs 24:30
(NASB)  “. . .and by the vineyard of the man lacking sense.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the vineyard of one lacking sense.”

 

Proverbs 27:19-20
(NASB)  “As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects man.  Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied.”

 


(NLT)  “As a face is reflected in water so the heart reflects the person.  Just as Death and Destruction are never satisfied, so human desire is never satisfied.”

 

Proverbs 28:2
(NASB)  “. . .but by a man of understanding and knowledge, so it endures (cf. Pr. 28:14, 17).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .But with wise and knowledgeable leaders, there is stability.”

 

Proverbs 29:25
(NASB)  “The fear of man brings a snare. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Fearing people is a dangerous trap. . .”

 

Proverbs 30:2
(NASB)  “Surely I am more stupid than any man, and I do not have the understanding of a man.”

 


(NLT)  “I am too ignorant to be human, and I lack common sense.”

 

Ecclesiastes 7:20
(NASB)  “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.”

 


(NLT)  “There is not a single person in all the earth who is always good and never sins.”

 

Isaiah 2:17, 22
(NASB)  “The pride of man will be humbled and the loftiness of men will be abased. . .Stop regarding man whose breath of life in his nostrils; for why should he be esteemed?”

 


(NLT)  “The arrogance of all people will be brought low.  Their pride will lie in the dust.  The Lord alone will be exalted!. . .Stop putting your trust in mere humans.  They are as frail as breath.  How can they be of any help to anyone?”

 

Isaiah 17:7
(NASB)  “In that day man will have regard for his maker and his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel.”


(NLT)  “Then at last people will think of their Creator and have respect for the Holy One of Israel.”

 

Isaiah 38:11
(NASB)  “. . .I shall look on man no more among the inhabitants of the world.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Never again will I see my friends or laugh with those who live in this world.”

 

Isaiah 45:12
(NASB)  “It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I am the one who made the earth and created people to live on it.”

 

Jeremiah 10:14
(NASB)  “Every man is stupid, devoid of knowledge;. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Compared to him, all people are foolish and have no knowledge at all!”

 

Jeremiah 16:20
(NASB)  “Can man make gods for himself?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Can people make their own God?. . .”

 

Amos 4:13
(NASB)  “For behold, He who forms mountains and creates the wind and declares to man what are His thoughts, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “For the Lord is the one who shaped the mountains, stirs up the winds, and reveals his every thought. . .”

 

Zechariah 12:1
(NASB)  “. . .Thus declares the Lord who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . . ‘This message is from the Lord, who stretched out the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, and formed the spirit within humans.”

 

Matthew 4:4 
(see also:  Luke 4:4; NASB)  “. . .It is written, Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .No!  The Scriptures say, ‘People need more than bread for their life; they must feed on every word of God.’”

 

Matthew 5:19
(NASB)  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly father.”

 

Matthew 10:32
(NASB)  “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will openly acknowledge that person before my Father in heaven.  But if anyone denies me here on earth, I will deny that person before my Father in heaven.”

 

Matthew 16:27
(NASB)  “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”

 


(NLT)  “For I, the Son of Man, will come in the glory of my Father with his angels and will judge all people according to their deeds.”

 

Mark 2:27
(NASB)  “Jesus said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.’”

 


(NLT)  “Then he said to them, The Sabbath was made to benefit people, and not people to benefit the Sabbath.”

 

Luke 6:47-49
(NASB)  “Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like :  he is like  a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.  But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man               who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”

 



(NLT)  “I will show you what it’s like when someone comes to me, listens to 


my teaching, and then obeys me.  It is like a person who builds a house on a strong foundation laid upon the underlying rock.  When the floodwaters rise and break against the house, it stands firm because it is well built.  But anyone who listens and doesn’t obey is like a person who builds a house without a foundation.  When the floods sweep down against that house, it will crumble into a heap of ruins.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the word, anthropos, from man to person, but the context clearly calls for the male gender.

 

Luke 18:2
(NASB)  “. . .In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man.”

 


(NLT)  “There was a judge in a certain city. . .who was a godless man with great contempt for everyone.”

 

John 1:9
(NASB)  “There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.”

 


(NLT)  “The one who is the true light, who give light to everyone, was going to come into the world.”

 

John 1:13, 18
(NASB)  “who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. . .No man has seen God at any time. . .”

 


(NLT)  “They are reborn!  This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan- this rebirth comes from God.”

 

John 2:25
(NASB)  “and because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man.”

 


(NLT)  “No one needed to tell him about human nature.”

 

Acts 10:28
(NASB)  “. . .You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has show me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You know it is against the Jewish laws for me to come into a Gentile home like this.  But God has shown me that I should never think of anyone as impure.”

 

Acts 17:29
(NASB)  “Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.”

 


(NLT)  “And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or silver or stone.”

 

Romans 1:23
(NASB)  “and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.”

 


(NLT)  “And instead of worshipping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshipped idols made to look like mere people, or birds and animals and snakes.”


 

Romans 2:6, 9
(NASB)  “who will render to every man according to his deeds. . .There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil. . .”

 


(NLT)  “will judge all people according to what they have done. . .There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on sinning. . .”

 

Romans 3:4
(NASB)  “May it never be!  Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “Of course not!  Though everyone else in the world is a liar, God is true.”

 

Romans 3:28
(NASB)  “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.” (cf. James 2:24)

 


(NLT)  “So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.”

 

1 Corinthians 10:13
(NASB)  “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience.”

 

2 Corinthians 5:17
(NASB)  “Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”

 


(NLT)  “What this means is that those who become Christians become new persons.  They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone.  A new life has begun!”

 

Galatians 3:11
(NASB)  “. . .The righteous man shall live by faith.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”

 

Colossians 1:28
(NASB)  “And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.’

 


(NLT)  “So everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ.  We warn them and teach them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.”

 

1 Timothy 2:1, 4-5
(NASB)  “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,. . .who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people.  As you make your requests, plead for God’s mercy upon them, and give thanks. . . for he wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.  For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and people.”

 

1 Timothy 4:10
(NASB)  “. . .who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .who is the Savior of all people, and particularly of those who believe.”

 

1 Timothy 6:16
(NASB)  “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has ever seen or can see.  To Him be honor and eternal dominion!  Amen.”

 


(NLT)  “He alone can never die, and he lives in light so brilliant that no human can approach him.  No one has ever seen him or ever will.  To him be honor and power forever.  Amen.”

 

Titus 2:11
(NASB)  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people.”

 

Titus 3:2
(NASB)  “. . .showing consideration for all men.” (cf. Titus 3:8)

 


(NLT)  “. . .they should be gentle and show true humility to everyone.”

 

Titus 3:10
(NASB)  “Reject a factitious man after a first and second warning, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone is causing divisions among you, give a first and second warning.  After that, have nothing more to do with that person.”

 

Hebrews 9:27
(NASB)  “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”

 


(NLT)  “And just as it is destined that each person dies only once and after that comes judgment,. . .”

 

Hebrews 13:6
(NASB)  “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”

 


(NLT)  “The Lord is my helper, so I will not be afraid.  What can mere mortals do to me?”

 

1 Peter 2:4
(NASB)  “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .He was rejected by the people. . .”

 

Revelation 16:18
(NASB)  “And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then the thunder crashed and rolled, and lightning flashed.  And there was an earthquake greater than ever before in human history.”

 


4.
Hebrew ’ish should ordinarily be translated “man” and “men,” 
and Greek aner should almost always be so translated.

 

’ish

 

Numbers 11:16
(NASB)  “. . .Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . . “Summon before me seventy of the leaders of Israel. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 1:16-17
(NASB)  “. . .Hear the cases between your fellow countrymen, and judge righteously between a man his fellow countryman, or the alien who is with him. . .You shall not fear man, for the judgment is God’s. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You must be perfectly fair at all times, not only to fellow Israelites, but also the foreigners living among you. . .Don’t be afraid of how they will react, for you are judging in the place of 


God. . .”
 

Deuteronomy 27:14-15
(NASB)  “The Levites shall then answer and say to all the men of Israel with a loud voice, Cursed is the man who makes an idol. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then the Levites must shout to all the people of Israel:  Cursed is anyone who carves or casts idols. . .”

 

Joshua 1:5
(NASB) “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one will will be able to stand their ground against you as long as you live. . .”

 

Joshua 23:9
(NASB)  “. . . and as for you, no man has stood before you to this day.”

 


(NLT)  “. . . and no one has yet been able to defeat you.”

 

Job 9:32
(NASB)  “For He is not a man as I am that I may answer Him, that we may go to court together.”

 


(NLT)  “God is not a mortal like me, so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial.”

 

Psalm 1:1
(NASB)  “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked. . .”

 

Psalm 5:6
(NASB)  “You destroy those who speak falsehood; the Lord abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.”

 


(NLT)  “You will destroy those who tell lies.  The Lord detests murderers and deceivers.”

 

Psalm 18:48
(NASB)  “. . .You rescue me from the violent man.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .you save me from violent opponents.”

 

Psalm 25:12
(NASB)  “Who is the man who fears the Lord?  He will instruct him in the way he should choose.”

 


(NLT)  “Who are those who fear the Lord?  He will show them the path they should choose.”

 

Psalm 31:20
(NASB)  “You hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the conspiracies of man. . . “

 


(NLT)  “You hide them in the shelter of your presence, safe from those conspire against them. . .”

 

Psalm 34:12
(NASB)  “Who is the man who desire life and loves length of day that he may see good?”

 


(NLT)  “Do any of you want to live a life that is good?”

 

Psalm 37:7
(NASB)  “. . .Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, because of the man who carries out wicked schemes (cf. Ps. 37:37).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Don’t worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes.”

 

Psalm 38:14
(NASB)  “Yes, I am like a man who does not hear. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I choose to hear nothing and I make no reply.”

 

Psalm 39:6
(NASB)  “Surely every man walks about as a phantom. . . (cf. Ps. 39:11).”

 


(NLT)  “We are merely moving shadows. . .”

 

Psalm 43:1
(NASB)  “. . .O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man!”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Rescue me from these unjust liars.”

 

Psalm 49:7
(NASB)  “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him. . . (cf. Ps. 49:16).”

 


(NLT)  “Yet they cannot redeem themselves from death by paying a ransom to God.”

 

Psalm 62:12
(NASB)  “. . .For you recompense a man according to his work.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Surely you judge all people according to what they have done.”

 

Psalm 64:6
(NASB)  “. . .For the inward thought and the heart of a man are deep.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Yes, the human heart and mind are cunning.”

 

Psalm 78:25
(NASB)  “Man did eat the bread of angels. . .”

 


(NLT)  “They ate the food of angels. . .”

 

Psalm 92:6
(NASB)  “A senseless man has no knowledge. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Only an ignorant person would not know this. . .”

 

Psalm 105:17
(NASB)  “He sent a man before them. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then he sent someone to Egypt ahead of them. . .”

 

Psalm 109:16
(NASB)  “. . .But persecuted the afflicted and needy man. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .he persecuted the poor and needy. . .”

 

Psalm 112:1
(NASB)  “. . .How blessed is the man who fears the Lord. . . (cf. Ps. 112:5).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Happy are those who fear the Lord. . .”

 

Psalm 140:11
(NASB)  “. . .May evil hunt the violent man speedily.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Cause disaster to fall with great force on the violent.”

 

Proverbs 3:31
(NASB)  “Do not envy a man of violence, and do not choose any of his ways.”

 


(NLT)  “Do not envy violent people; don’t copy their ways.”

 

Proverbs 2:12
(NASB)  “To deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things.”

 


(NLT)  “Wisdom will save you from evil people, from those whose speech is corrupt.”

 

Proverbs 3:31
(NASB)  “Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways.”

 


(NLT)  “Do not envy violent people; don’t copy their ways.”

 

Proverbs 6:12
(NASB)  “A worthless person (adam), a wicked man (’ish), is the one who walks with a false mouth (cf. Pr. 6:11).”

 


(NLT)  “Here is a description of worthless and wicked people:  They are constant liars.”

 

Proverbs 10:23
(NASB)  “. . .And so is wisdom to a man of understanding.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .while wise conduct is a pleasure to the wise.”

 

Proverbs 11:12
(NASB)  “. . .but a man of understanding keeps silent (cf. Pr. 11:17).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .a person with good sense remains silent.”

 

Proverbs 12:2
(NASB)  “A good man (masculine adjective used as a substantive) will obtain favor from the Lord, but he will condemn a man who devises evil (cf. Pr. 12:25).”

 


(NLT)  “The Lord approves of those who are good, but he condemns those who plan wickedness.”

 

Proverbs 14:12
(NASB)  “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death (cf. Pr. 14:14, 17).”

 


(NLT)  “There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.”

 

Proverbs 15:18
(NASB)  “A hot-tempered man stirs up strife. . . (cf. Pr. 15:21, 23).”

 


(NLT)  “A hothead starts fights. . .”

 

Proverbs 16:2
(NASB)  “All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight. . . (cf. Pr. 16:14, 25, 27-29).”

 


(NLT)  “People may be pure in their own eyes. . .”

 

Proverbs 17:12
(NASB)  “Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, rather than a fool in his folly (cf. Pr. 17:27).”

 


(NLT)  “It is safer to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than to confront a fool caught in folly.”

 

Proverbs 18:12
(NASB)  “Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty. . . (cf. Pr. 18:14, 24).”

 


(NLT)  “Haughtiness goes before destruction. . .”

 

Proverbs 20:3
(NASB)  “Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man. . . (cf. Pr. 20:5-6, 17).”

 


(NLT)  “Avoiding a fight is a mark of honor. . .”

 

Proverbs 21:8
(NASB)  “The way of a guilty man is crooked. . . (cf. Pr. 21:17, 28-29).”

 


(NLT)  “The guilty walk a crooked path. . .”

 

Proverbs 22:24
(NASB)  “Do not associate with a man given to anger or go with a hot-tempered man. . . (cf. Pr. 22:29).”

 


(NLT)  “Keep away from angry, short-tempered people. . .”

 

Proverbs 24:12
(NASB)  “. . .And He will not render to man according to his work (cf. Pr. 24:29, 34)?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And he will judge all people according to what they have done.”

 

Proverbs 25:14
(NASB)  “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely (cf. Pr. 25:18, 28).”

 


(NLT)  “A person who doesn’t give a promised gift is like clouds and wind that don’t bring rain.”

 

Proverbs 26:12
(NASB)  “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him (cf. Pr. 26:19, 21).”

 


(NLT)  “There is more hope for fools than for people who think they are wise.”

 

Proverbs 27:17
(NASB)  “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another (cf. Pr. 27:8, 21).”

 


(NLT)  “As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.”

 

Proverbs 28:11
(NASB)  “The rich man is wise in his own eyes. . . (cf. Pr. 28:20, 22, 24).”

 


(NLT)  “Rich people picture themselves as wise. . .”

 

Proverbs 29:1
(NASB)  “A man who hardens his neck after much reproof. . . (cf. Pr. 29:3-4, 6, 9, 13, 20, 22, 26-27).”

 


(NLT)  “Whoever stubbornly refuses to accept criticism. . .”

 

Proverbs 30:2
(NASB)  “Surely I am more stupid than any man (’ish) , and I do not have the understanding of a man (adam).”

 


(NLT)  “I am too ignorant to be human, and I lack common sense.”

 

Isaiah 59:16
(NASB)  “And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him and His righteousness upheld Him.”

 


(NLT)  “He was amazed to see that no one intervened to help the oppressed.  So he himself stepped in to save them with his mighty power and justice.”

 

Jeremiah 17:10
(NASB)  “I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.”

 


(NLT)  “But, I know!  I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives.  I give all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.”

 

Jeremiah 33:17-18
(NASB)  “For thus says the Lord, ‘David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually.”

 


(NLT)  “For this is what the Lord says:  David will forever have a descendant sitting on the throne of Israel.  And there will always be Levitical priests to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings and sacrifices to me.”

 

Ezekiel 14:4, 8
(NASB) “Therefore speak to them and tell them, Thus says the Lord God, ‘Any man of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the multitude of his idols, . . . I shall set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I shall cut him off from among My people. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Give them this message from the Sovereign Lord: I, the Lord, will punish the people of Israel who set up idols in their hearts so they fall into sin and then come to a prophet asking for help. . .I will turn against such people and make a terrible example of them, destroying them. . .” 

 

Ezekiel 22:30
(NASB)  “I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.”

 


(NLT)  “I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land.  I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn’t have to destroy the land, but I found no one.”

 

Hosea 11:9
(NASB)  “. . .For I am God and not man, the Holy One of in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .for I am God and not a mere mortal.  I am the Holy One living among you, and I will not come to destroy.”

 

aner
 

Matthew 7:24-26
(NASB)  “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. . . Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise, like a person who builds a house on sold rock. . .But anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand.”

 

John 1:13
(NASB)  “who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”

 


(NLT)  “They are reborn!  This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan- this rebirth comes from God.”

 

Acts 10:28
(NASB)  “. . .You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has show me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You know it is against the Jewish laws for me to come into a Gentile home like this.  But God has shown me that I should never think of anyone as impure.”

 

Acts 20:30
(NASB)  “and from among your ownselves men will arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them.”

 


(NLT)  “Even some of you will distort the truth in order to draw a following.”

 

Romans 4:8
(NASB)  “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.”

 


(NLT)  “Yes, what joy for those whose sin is no longer counted against them by the Lord.”

 

1 Corinthians 11:3
(NASB)  “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.”

 


(NLT)  “But there is one thing I want you to know:  A man is responsible to Christ, a woman is responsible to her husband, and Christ is responsible to God.”

 

1 Corinthians 13:11
(NASB)  “When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.”

 


(NLT)  “It’s like this:  When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child does.  But when I grew up, I put away childish things.” 

 

Ephesian 4:13
(NASB)  “. . .to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .. . .that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ.”

 

James 1:8
(NASB)  “being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

 


(NLT)  “They can’t make up their minds.  They waver back and forth in everything they do.”

 

James 1:12
(NASB)  “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “God blesses those people who patiently endure testing. . . “

 

James 1:20
(NASB)  “for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”

 


(NLT)  “Your anger can never make things right in God’s sight.”

 

James 1:23
(NASB)  “For is anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “For if you just listen and don’t obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve your appearance.”

 

James 2:2
(NASB)  “For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes. . .”

 


(NLT)  “For instance, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry. . .”

 

James 3:2
(NASB)  “. . .If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.”


(NLT)  “We all make mistakes, but those who control their tongues can also control themselves in every other way.”
 


5.
In many cases, anthropoi refers to people in general, and can be 
translated “people” rather than “men.”  The singular anthropos 
should ordinarily be translated “man” when it refers to a male 
human being.

 

(The asterisk (*) indicates where the NASB translates the Greek word, anthropoi, in a more general sense rather than in a male specific sense (i.e., men).

 

 

Matthew 4:4
(NASB)  “. . .It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” (cf. Luke 4:4)

 


(NLT)  “. . .No! The Scriptures say, People need more than bread for their life; they must feed on every word of God.”

 

*Matthew 5:19
(NASB)  “Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others  to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “So if you break the smallest commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be the least in the Kingdom of Heaven.  But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

 

*Matthew 6:14-15
(NASB)  “For if you forgive others  for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others ,                            then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”

 


(NLT)  “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

 

Matthew 7:9
(NASB)  “Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?”

 


(NLT)  “You parents- if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead?”

 

*Matthew 7:12
(NASB)  “In everything, therefore, treat people  the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” (cf. Luke 6:31)

 


(NLT)  “Do for others what you would like them to do for you.  This is a summary of all that is taught in the Law and the prophets.”

 

Matthew 10:17
(NASB)  “But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues.”

 


(NLT)  “But beware!  For you will be handed over to the courts and beaten in the synagogues.”

 

Matthew 10:36
(NASB)  “and a Man’s enemies will be the members of his household.”

 


(NLT)  “Your enemies will be right in your own household!”

 

Matthew 12:11-12
(NASB)  “. . .What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . . If you had one sheep, and it fell into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you get to work and pull it out?  Of course you would.  And how much more valuable is a person than a sheep! . . .”

 

*Matthew 12:31
(NASB)  “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people , but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.”

 


(NLT)  “Every sin or blasphemy can be forgiven- except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which can never be forgiven.”

 

*Matthew 12:35-36
(NASB)  “The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.  But I tell you that every careless word that people  speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.” (cf. Luke 6:45)

 


(NLT)  “A good person produces good words from a good heart, and an evil person produces evil words from an evil heart.  And I tell you this, that you must give an account of judgment day of every idle word you speak.”

 

Matthew 13:31
(NASB)  “. . .The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field.” (see note on Matt. 13:31 under Guideline A1, A2).

 

Matthew 15:11, 18, 20
(NASB)  “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man. . . But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. . .These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.”

 


(NLT)  “You are not defiled by what you eat; you are defiled by what you say and do. . . But evil words come from an evil heart and defile the person who says them. . . These are what defile you.  Eating with unwashed hand could never defile you and make you unacceptable to God!” (cf. Mark 7:15, 18, 20-21, 23).

 

Matthew 16:26
(NASB)  “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”     (cf. Mark 8:36-37; Luke 9:25)

 


(NLT)  “And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process?  Is anything worth more than your soul?”

 

Matthew 18:7
(NASB)  “. . .but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!”

 


(NLT)  “. . .but how terrible it will be for the person who does the tempting.”

 

*Matthew 19:26
(NASB)  “. . .With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (cf. Mark 10:27)

 


(NLT)  “. . .Humanly speaking, it is impossible.  But with God everything is possible.”

 

*Mattthew 22:16
(NASB)  “. . .Teacher, we know that you are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any.”  (cf. Mark 12:14)

 


(NLT)  “. . .Teacher, we know how honest you are.  You teach about the way of God regardless of the consequences.  You are impartial and don’t play favorites.”

 

*Matthew 23:13
(NASB)  “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people. . .”

 


(NLT)  “How terrible it will be for you teachers of the law and you Pharisees.  Hypocrites!  For you won’t let others enter the Kingdom of Heaven. . .”

 

Mark 3:28
(NASB)  “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; . . .” (cf. Eph. 3:5)

 


(NLT)  “I assure you that any sin can be forgiven, including blasphemy; . . .”

 

Mark 7:11-12
(NASB)  “. . .If a man says to his father or mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban. . .you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry I can’t help you.  For I have vowed to give to God what I could have given to you.  You let them disregard their needy parents.”

 

*Mark 8:27
(NASB)  “. . .Who do people say that I am?”

 


(NLT)  “Who do people say I am?”

 

 *Mark 11:2
(NASB)  “. . .Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one  yet has ever sat;


. . .” (cf. Luke 19:30)

 


(NLT)  “. . .Go into that village over there. . .and as soon as you enter it, you will see a colt tied there that has never been ridden. . .”

 

Luke 6:48-49
(NASB)  “he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; . . .but the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation. . .”

 


(NLT)  “It is like a person who builds a house on a strong foundation laid upon the underlying rock. . .But anyone who listens and doesn’t obey is like a person who builds a house without a foundation. . .”

 

Luke 14:30
(NASB)  “. . .This man began to build and was not able to finish.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .There’s the person who started that building and ran out of money before it was finished.”

 

Luke 15:4
(NASB)  “What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?”

 


(NLT)  “If you had one hundred sheep, and one of them strayed away and was lost in the wilderness, wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine others to go and search for the lost one until you found it?”

 

John 2:10
(NASB)  “. . .Every man serves the good wine first. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Usually a host serves the best wine first. . .”

 

John 3:27
(NASB)  “. . .A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .God in heaven appoints each person’s work.”

 

John 5:7
(NASB)  “. . .Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I have no one to help me into the pool. . .”

 

*Romans 3:5
(NASB)  “. . .(I am speaking in human terms.)”

 


(NLT)  “. . .(That is actually the way some people talk.)”

 

*Romans 6:6
(NASB)  “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ. . .”

 

*Romans 7:1
(NASB)  “Or do you not know, brethren,. . .that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?”

 


(NLT)  “Now, dear friends- you who are familiar with the law- don’t you know that the law applies only to a person who is still living?”
[xv]
 

Romans 7:24
(NASB)  “Wretched man that I am!. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Oh, what a miserable person I am!”

 

1 Corinthians 2:11
(NASB)  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one can know what anyone else is really thinking except that person alone, . . .”

 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15
(NASB)  “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But people who aren’t Christians can’t understand these truths from God’s Spirit.  It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand what the Spirit means. . .”

 

1 Corinthians 3:21
(NASB)  “So then let no one boast in men. . .”

 


(NLT)  “So don’t take pride in following a particular leader. . .”

 

 

1 Corinthians 4:1
(NASB)  “Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”

 


(NLT)  “So look at Apollos and me as mere servants of Christ who have been put in charge of explaining God’s secrets.”

 

1 Corinthians 11:28
(NASB)  “But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

 


(NLT)  “That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking from the cup.”

 

Galatians 1:1
(NASB)  “Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “This letter is from Paul, an apostle.  I was not appointed by any group or by human authority.  My call is from Jesus Christ himself and from God the Father. . .”

 

Galatians 2:16
(NASB)  “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus. . .”

 


(NLT)  “And yet we Jewish Christians know that we become right with God, not by doing what the law commands, but by faith in Jesus Christ. . .”

 

Galatians 5:3
(NASB)  “And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.”

 


(NLT)  “I’ll say it again.  If you are trying to find favor with God by being circumcised, you must obey all of the regulations in the whole law of Moses.”

 

*Galatians 6:1
(NASB)  “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are  spiritual restore such a one. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Dear friends, if a Christian is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person. . .”
[xvi]
 

Galatians 6:7
(NASB)  “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t be misled.  Remember that you can’t ignore God and get away with it.  You will always reap what you sow!”

 

Ephesians 2:15
(NASB)  “. . .so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .His purpose was to make peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new person from the two groups.”

 

Ephesians 3:16
(NASB)  “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,”

 


(NLT)  “I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner strength through His Holy Spirit.”

 

*Ephesians 4:22, 24
(NASB)  “. . .you lay aside the old self. . .and put on the new self. . .” (cf. Rom. 6:6; Col. 3:9-10)

 


(NLT)  “throw off your old evil nature and your former way of life, which is rotten through and through. . .”

 

Philippians 2:7-8
(NASB)  “but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself. . .”

 


(NLT)  “He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and appeared in human form.  And in human form he obediently humbled himself. . .”
[xvii]
 

1 Thessalonians 4:8
(NASB)  “So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who refuses to live by these rules is not disobeying human rules but is rejecting God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.”

 

2 Thessalonians 3:2
(NASB)  “and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.”

 


(NLT)  “Pray, too, that we will be saved from wicked and evil people, for not everyone believes in the Lord.”

 

1 Timothy 6:5
(NASB)  “and constant friction between men of depraved mind. . .”

 


(NLT)  “These people always cause trouble. . .”

 

1 Timothy 6:11
(NASB)  “But flee from these things, you man of God. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But you, Timothy, belong to God; so run from all these things . . .”

 

2 Timothy 2:2
(NASB)  “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

 


(NLT)  “You have heard me teach many things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses.  Teach these great truths to trustworthy people who are able to pass them on to others.”

 

2 Timothy 3:8
(NASB)  “Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith.”

 


(NLT)  “And these teachers fight the truth just as Jannes and Jambres fought against Moses.  Their minds are depraved, and their faith is counterfeit.”

 

2 Timothy 3:13
(NASB)  “But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”

 


(NLT)  “But evil people and impostors will flourish.  The will go on deceiving others, and they themselves will be deceived.”

 

2 Timothy 3:17
(NASB)  “so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

 


(NLT)  “It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.”

 

Hebrews 7:28
(NASB)  “For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.”

 


(NLT)  “Those who were high priests under the law of Moses were limited by human weaknesses.  But after the law was given, God appointed his Son with an oath, and his Son has been made perfect forever.”

 

Hebrews 8:2
(NASB)  “a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.”

 


(NLT)  “There he ministers in the sacred tent, the true place of worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands.”

 

James 1:7
(NASB)  “For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord.”

 


(NLT)  “People like that should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.”

 

*James 1:19
(NASB)  “But everyone  must be quick to hear . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .be quick to listen. . .”

 

*James 2:20
(NASB)  “But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Fool!  When will you ever learn. . .”

 

*James 3:8
(NASB)  “But no one can tame the tongue. . .” (see also; James 3:7 human race)

 


(NLT)  “but no one can tame the tongue. . .”

 

James 5:17
(NASB)  “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Elijah was as human as we are. . .”

 

*1 Peter 3:4
(NASB)  “but let it be the hidden person of the heart. . .”

 


(NLT)  “You should be known for the beauty that comes from within. . .”

 

2 Peter 1:21
(NASB)  “for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will (lit. will of man), but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

 


(NLT)  “(vs. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophets themselves) or because they wanted to prophesy.  It was the Holy Spirit who moved the prophets to speak from God.”

 

2 Peter 2:16
(NASB)  “but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But Balaam was stopped from his mad course when his donkey rebuked him with a human voice.”

 

*Jude 4
(NASB)  “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed. . .”
[xviii]
 


(NLT)  “I say this because some godless people have wormed their way in among you. . .”

 

Revelation 4:7
(NASB)  “. . .the third creature had a face like that of a man,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the third had a human face;. . .”

 

*Revelation 9:20
(NASB)  “And the rest of mankind. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But the people who did not die in these plagues. . .”

 

*Revelation 11:13
(NASB)  “. . .seven thousand people were killed. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Seven thousand people died. . .” 

A.
Gender-related renderings of Biblical language which we 

affirm:

 


6.
Indefinite pronouns such as tis can be translated “anyone” rather 
than “any man.”

 

(The asterisk (*) indicates where the NASB translates the Greek indefinite pronoun, tis, in a more general sense rather than in a male specific sense (i.e., any man).

 

 

*Matthew 8:28
(NASB)  “. . .They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .They lived in a cemetery and were so dangerous that no one could go through.”

 

*Matthew 11:27
(NASB)  “. . .nor does anyone know the Father except the Son. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .and no one really knows the Father except the Son. . .”

 

*Matthew 21:3
(NASB)  “If anyone says anything to you. . .” (cf. Mark 11:3; Luke 19:31)

 


(NLT)  “If anyone asks what you are doing. . .”

 

*Matthew 24:4
(NASB)  “. . .See to it that no one misleads you.” (cf. Mark 13:5)

 


(NLT)  “. . .Don’t let anyone mislead you.”

 

*Mark 11:16
(NASB)  “and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple.”

 


(NLT)  “and he stopped everyone from bringing in merchandise.”

 

*Mark 13:21
(NASB)  “and then if anyone says to you . . .”

 


(NLT)  “and then if anyone tells you. . . “

 

Luke 9:23
(NASB)  “. . .If anyone wishes to come after Me. . .”
[xix]
 


(NLT)  “. . .If any of you wants to be my follower. . .”

 

John 3:3
(NASB)  “. . .Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (cf. John 3:7)

 


(NLT)  “. . .I assure you, unless you are born again,* you can never see the Kingdom of God.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the indefinite pronoun, tis, to the 2nd person singular personal pronoun, you (su).  It also changes the 3rd person singular verb, he cannot see, to a 2nd person singular verb, you cannot see.”

 

*John 6:46
(NASB)  “Not that anyone has seen the Father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Not that anyone has ever seen the Father. . .”

 

*John 6:51
(NASB)  “. . .if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .anyone who eats this bread will live forever. . .”

 

*John 8:51
(NASB)  “. . .if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!”

 

John 10:9
(NASB)  “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.”

 


(NLT)  “Yes, I am the gate.  Those who come in through Me will be saved.  Wherever they go, they will find green pastures.”

 

Note:  The NLT changes the 3rd person singular verbs to 3rd person plural verbs.

 

*John 12:47
(NASB)  “If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them. . .”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone hears me and doesn’t obey me. . .”

 

*Acts 13:41
(NASB)  “Behold you scoffers, and marvel and perish; for I am accomplishing a work in your days, a work which you will never believe, though someone should describe it to you.”

 


(NLT)  “Look you mockers, be amazed and die!  For I am doing something in your own day, something you wouldn’t believe even if someone told you about it.”

 

*Romans 8:9
(NASB)  “. . .But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them are not Christians at all.”

 

*1 Corinthians 8:2
(NASB)  “If anyone supposes that he knows anything. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who claims to know all the answers. . .”

 

*1 Corinthians 16:22
(NASB)  “If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed.”

 


(NLT)  “If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is cursed.”

 

*Ephesians 2:9
(NASB)  “not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .so none of us can boast about it.”

 

*Colossians 2:4
(NASB)  “I say this so that no one will delude you. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I am telling you this so that no one will be able to deceive you. . .”

 

*James 2:18
(NASB)  “But someone may well say. . .”

 


(NLT) “Now someone may argue. . .”

 

*1 John 4:20
(NASB)  “If someone says. . .”

 


(NLT)  “If someone says. . .”

 

*Revelation 13:9
(NASB)  “If anyone has an ear, let him hear.”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who is willing to hear should listen and understand.”

 

 


7.
In many cases, pronouns such as oudeis can be translated “no 
one” rather than “no man.”

 

(The asterisk (*) indicates where the NASB translates the Greek pronoun, oudeis, in a more general sense rather than in a male specific sense (i.e., no man).
 

 

*Matthew 6:24
(NASB)  “No one can serve two masters. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one can serve two masters. . .”
 

*Matthew 11:27
(NASB)  “. . .and no one knows the Son except the Father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .No one really knows the Son except the Father. . .”

 

*Matthew 24:36
(NASB)  “But of that day and hour no one knows. . .”

 


(NLT)  “However, no one knows the day or the hour. . .”

 

*Mark 2:22
(NASB)  “No one puts new wine into old wineskins. . .” (cf. Luke 5:36-39)

 


(NLT)  “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. . .”

 

*Luke 8:16
(NASB)  “Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it. . .” (cf. Luke 11:33)




(NLT)  “No one would light a lamp and then cover it up. . .”

 

*John 1:18
(NASB)  “No one has seen God at any time. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one has ever seen God. . . “

 

*John 10:18
(NASB)  “No one has taken it away from Me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one can take my life from me. . .”

 

*John 14:6
(NASB)  “. . .no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .no one can come to the Father except through me.”

 

Acts 18:10
(NASB)  “for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you. . .”

 


(NLT)  “For I am with you, and no one will harm you. . .”

 

1 Corinthians 3:11  (NASB)  “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

 


(NLT)  “For no one can lay any other foundation than the one we already have- Jesus Christ.”

 

Note:  The context of 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, calls for the masculine references, as translated in the NASB, to be used.

 

*1 Corinthians 12:3
(NASB)  “Therefore, I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus is accursed,’ and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”

 


(NLT)  “So I want you to know how to discern what is truly from God:  No one speaking by the Spirit of God can curse Jesus, and no one is able to say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”

 

*Galatians 3:11
(NASB)  “Now that no one is justified by the Law. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Consequently, it is clear that no one can ever be right with God by trying to keep the law. . .”

 

*Ephesians 5:29
(NASB)  “for no one ever hated his own flesh. . .”

 


(NLT)  “No one hates his own body. . .”

 

*2 Timothy 4:16
(NASB)  “At my first defense no one supported me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The first time I was brought before the judge, no one was with me. . .”

 

*James 3:8
(NASB)  “But no one can tame the tongue. . .”

 


(NLT)  “but no one can tame the tongue. . .”

 

*Revelation 3:7
(NASB)  “. . .who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .He opens doors, and no one can shut them; he shuts doors, and no one can open them.”

 

 


8.
When pas is used as a substantive it can be translated with terms 
such as “all 
people” or “everyone.”
[xx]
 

 

Mattthew 5:22; 28
(NASB)  “but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman. . .”

 

Further examples include the following:

 

Matthew 7:8; 10:32; 25:29; Mark 9:49; Luke 6:47; 11:4, 10; 12:8, 10, 48; 14:11; 16:16, 18; 18:14; 19:26; 20:18; John 3:15-16, 20; 4:13; 6:40, 45; 8:34; 11:26; 12:46; 16:2; 18:37; 19:12; Acts 2:21; Romans 1:16; 2:1; 10:4, 11, 13; 1 Corinthians 16:16; Galatians 3:13; 2 Timothy 2:19; Hebrews 5:13; 1 Peter 3:15; 1 John 2:23, 29 ; 3:3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 15; 5:1,18; 2 John 9; Revelation 22:15, 18

 


9.
The phrase “son of man” should ordinarily be preserved to retain 
intracanonical connections.

 

 

Job 25:6
(NASB)  “How much less man, that maggot, and the son of man, that worm!”

 



(NLT)  “How much less are mere people, who are but worms in his sight?”

 

Job 35:8
(NASB)  “Your wickedness is for a man like yourself, and your righteousness is for a son of man.”

 


(NLT)  “No your sins affect only people like yourself, and your good deeds affect only other people.”

 

Psalm 8:4
(NASB)  “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?”

 


(NLT)  “what are mortals that you should think of us, mere humans that you should care for us?”

 

Psalm 80:17
(NASB)  “Let your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, upon the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself.”

 


(NLT)  “Strengthen the man you love, the son of your choice.”

 

Psalm 144:3
(NASB)  “O Lord, what is man, that You take knowledge of him?  Or the son of man, that You think of him?”

 


(NLT)  “O Lord, what are mortals that you should notice us, mere humans that you should care for us?”

 

Isaiah 51:12
(NASB)  “I, even I, am He who comforts you.  Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies and the son of man who is made like grass, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “I, even, I am the one who comforts you.  So why are you afraid of mere humans, who wither like the grass and disappear?”

 

Isaiah 56:2
(NASB)  “How blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who takes hold of it; who keeps from profaning the Sabbath. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Blessed are those who are careful to do this.  Blessed are those who honor my Sabbath days. . .”

 

Jeremiah 49:18, 33  (NASB)  “Like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah with its neighbors, says the Lord, no one will live there, nor will a son of man reside in it. . . Hazor will become a haunt of jackals, a desolation forever; no one will live there, nor will a son of man reside in it.” 

 


(NLT)  “It will be like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, says the Lord.  No one will there anymore. . .Hazor will be inhabited by jackals, and it will be desolate forever.  No one will live there anymore.”

 

Jeremiah 50:40
(NASB)  “As when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah with its neighbors, declares the Lord, No man will live there, nor will any son of man reside in it.”

 


(NLT)  “I will destroy it just as I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, says the Lord.  No one will live there anymore.”

 

Jeremiah 51:43
(NASB)  “Her cities have become an object of horror, a parched land and a desert, a land in which no man lives and through which no son of man passes.”

 


(NLT)  “Her cities now lie in ruins; she is a dry wilderness where no one lives or even passes by.”

 

Ezekiel 3:3, 25
(NASB)  “He said to me, Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I am giving you.  Then I ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth. . .As for you Son of man, they will put ropes on you and bind you with them so that you cannot go out among them.”

 


(NLT)  “Eat it all, he said.  And when I ate it, it tasted as sweet as honey. . .There you will be bound with ropes so you cannot go out among the people.”

 

Ezekiel 8:15
(NASB)  “He said to me, Do you see this, son of man?  Yet you will see still greater abominations than these.”

 


(NLT)  “Have you seen this?  he asked.  But I will show you even greater sins than these!”

 

Ezekiel 12:3
(NASB)  “Therefore, son of man, prepare yourself baggage for exile and go into exile by day in their sight. . .”

 


(NLT)  “So now put on a demonstration to show them what it will be like to go off into exile. . .”

 

Ezekiel 37:9
(NASB)  “Then he said to me, Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man and say to the breath. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then he said to me, “Speak to the winds and say:  This is what the Sovereign Lord says: . . .”

 

Ezekiel 47:6
(NASB)  “He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “He told me to keep in mind what I had seen; . . .”

 

Daniel 7:13
(NASB)  “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven, One like a Son of Man was coming, and he came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.”

 


(NLT)  “As my vision continued that night, I saw someone who looked like a man* coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence.”
[xxi]
 

Matthew 26:24
(NASB)  “The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”

 


(NLT)  “For I, the Son of Man, must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago.  But how terrible it will be for my betrayer.  Far better for him if he had never been born!” (see also Mark 14:21)

 

 


10.
Masculine references to God should be retained.
 

The NLT retains all masculine references to God. 

  

B.
Gender-related renderings which we generally avoid, though there may be unusual exceptions in certain contexts:

 

1.
“Brother” (adelphos) should not be changed to “brother or sister”; however, the plural adelphoi can be translated “brothers and sisters” where the context makes clear that the author is referring to both men and women.

 

adelphos
 

Matthew 5:22-24
(NASB)  “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 


shall be guilty before the court and whoever says to his brother, You good-for-nothing, shall be guilty. . .Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother. . .”

 


(NLT)  “But I say, if you are angry with someone, you are subject to judgment!  If you say to your friend, You idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court. . .So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there beside the altar.  Go and be reconciled to that person. . .”

 

Matthew 7:3-4
(NASB)  “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your brother, Let me take the speck out of your eye, and behold, the log is in your own eye (cf.  Luke 6:41-42)?”

 


(NLT)  “And why do worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own?  How can you think of saying, Friend, let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye, when you can’t see past the log in your own eye?”

 

Matthew 18:15
(NASB)  “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.”

 


(NLT)  “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the fault.  If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back.”

 

Matthew 18:21
(NASB)  “Then Peter came and said to Him, Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Then Peter came to him and asked, Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me?. . .”

 

Matthew 18:35
(NASB)  “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.”

 


(NLT)  “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters in your heart.”

 

Luke 17:3
(NASB)  “Be on your guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”

 


(NLT)  “I am warning you!  If another believer sins, rebuke him; then if he repents, forgive him.”

 

Romans 14:10
(NASB)  “But you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt?  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.”

 


(NLT)  “So why do you condemn another Christian?  Why do you look down on another Christian?  Remember, each of us will stand personally before the judgment seat of God (cf.  Romans 14:13, 15, 21).”
[xxii]
 

Romans 14:13
(NASB)  “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.”

 


(NLT)  “So don’t condemn each other anymore.  Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not put an obstacle in another Christian’s path.”

 

 

1 Corinthians 5:11
(NASB)  “But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous. . .”

 


(NLT)  “What I meant was that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a Christian yet indulges in sexual sin. . .”
[xxiii]
 

1 Corinthians 6:6
(NASB)  “but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?”

 


(NLT)  “But instead, one Christian sues another- right in front of unbelievers!”
[xxiv]
 

1 Corinthians 8:11
(NASB)  “For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.”

 


(NLT)  “So because of your superior knowledge, a weak Christian, for whom Christ died, will be destroyed (cf. 1 Cor. 8:13).”
[xxv]
 

1 Thessalonians 4:6
(NASB)  “and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.”

 


(NLT)  “Never cheat another Christian in this matter by taking his wife, for the Lord avenges all such sins, as we have solemnly warned you before.”
[xxvi]
 

2 Thessalonians 3:6
(NASB)  “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.”

 


(NLT)  “And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give you this command with the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stay away from any Christian who lives in idleness and doesn’t follow the tradition of hard work we gave you.”
[xxvii]
 

2 Thessalonians 3:15
(NASB)  “yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t think of them as enemies, but speak to them as you would to a Christian who needs to be warned.”

 

Hebrews 8:11
(NASB)  “And they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother, saying know the Lord. . .”

 


(NLT)  “And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their family saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’. . .”
 

James 1:9
(NASB)  “But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position.”

 


(NLT)  “Christians who are poor should be glad, for God has honored them.”
[xxviii]
 

James 4:11
(NASB)  “Do not speak against one another, brethren.  He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t speak evil against each other, my dear brothers and sisters.  If you criticize each other and condemn each other, then you are criticizing and condemning God’s law. . .”

 

1 John 2:9-11
(NASB)  “The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.  But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Anyone who says, ‘I am in the light,’ but rejects another 
Christian is still in the darkness.  But anyone who loves other Christians is walking in the light and does not cause anyone to stumble.  Those who reject other Christians are wandering in spiritual darkness. . . (cf. 1 John 3:10, 15, 17; 4:20-21; 5:16).”
[xxix]
 

adelphoi
 

Matthew 5:47
(NASB)  “If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?. . .”

 

Matthew 23:8
(NASB)  “But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t ever let anyone call you ‘Rabbi,’ for you have only one teacher, and all of you are on the same level as brothers and sisters.”

 

Matthew 25:40
(NASB)  “The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.”

 


(NLT)  “And the King will tell them, ‘I assure you, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”

 

2.
“Son” (huios, ben) should not be changed to “child,” or “sons” 
(huioi) to “children” or “sons and daughters.”  (However, 
Hebrew banim often means “children.”)

 

The NASB translates the singular form of the Hebrew word, ben, as son 1899 times, as son’s 17 times and as child 2 times (2 Sa. 12:14; 1 Ki. 3:26).  The NASB translates the plural form of the Hebrew word, banim, as sons 2393 times, as son’s 12 times, as children 120 times and as children’s 7 times.

 

ben
 

Exodus 13:8
(NASB)  “You shall tell your son on that day, saying. . .”

 


(NLT)  “During these festival days each year, you must explain to your children why you are celebrating. . .”

 

Exodus 13:14
(NASB)  “And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come. . .”

 


(NLT)  “And in the future, your children will ask you, . . .”

 

Deuteronomy 6:2
(NASB)  “so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the Lord your God. . .”

 


(NLT)  “and so you and your children and grandchildren might fear the Lord your God. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 6:20-21
(NASB)  “When your son asks you in time to come. . .then you shall say to your son. . .”

 


(NLT)  “In the future your children will ask you. . .Then you must tell them. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 8:5
(NASB)  “Thus you are to know in your heart that the Lord your God was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son.”

 


(NLT)  “So you should realize that just as a parent disciplines a child, the Lord your God disciplines you to help you.”

 

Proverbs 1:8
(NASB)  “Hear my son, your father’s instruction. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Listen, my child, to what your father teaches you. . .(cf. Pr. 1:10, 15; 2:1; 3:1, 11-12, 21; 4:3, 10, 20; 5:1; 6:1, 3; 10:1, 5; 13:1, 24; 15:20; 17:25; 19:13, 18, 26-27; 23:15, 19, 24; 24:13, 21; 27:11; 28:7; 29:17, 21)”
[xxx]
 

Ecclesiastes 4:8
(NASB)  “There was a certain man without a dependent, having neither a son nor a brother. . .”

 


(NLT)  “This is the case of a man who is all alone, without a child or a brother. . .”

 

Ecclesiastes 5:14
(NASB)  “When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son , there was nothing to support him.”

 


(NLT)  “or they are put into risky investments that turn sour, and everything is lost.  In the end, there is nothing left to pass on to one’s children.”

 

Ecclesiastes 12:12
(NASB)  “But beyond this, my son, be warned: . . .”

 


(NLT)  “But my child, be warned: . . .”
[xxxi]
 

Ezekiel 18:4
(NASB)  “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. . .”

 


(NLT)  “For all people are mine to judge- both parents and children alike. . .”
[xxxii]
 

Ezekiel 18:19-20
(NASB)  “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the punishment for the father’s iniquity?’  When the son has practiced justice and righteousness. . .The son will not bear the punishment for the father’s iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son’s iniquity. . .”

 


(NLT) “What? you ask.  ‘Doesn’t the child pay for the parent’s sins?’  No!  For if the child does what is right and keeps my laws, that child will surely live. . .The child will not be punished for the parent’s sins, and the parent will not be punished for the child’s sins. . .”

 

Ezekiel 44:25
(NASB)  “They shall not go to a dead person to defile themselves; however, for father, for mother, for son, for daughter, for brother, or for a sister who has not had a husband, they may defile themselves.”

 


(NLT)  “A priest must never defile himself by being in the presence of a dead person unless it is his father, mother, child, brother, or unmarried sister.  In such cases it is permitted.”

 

Daniel 3:25
(NASB)  “. . .Look!  I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!”

 


(NLT)  “Look!  Nebuchadnezzar shouted.  I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire.  They aren’t even hurt by the flames.  And the fourth looks like a divine being!”
[xxxiii]
 

Hosea 13:13
(NASB)  “The pains of childbirth come upon him; he is not a wise son. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The people have been offered new birth, but they are like a child who resists being born. . .”

 

Amos 7:14
(NASB)  “. . .I am not a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I’m not one of your professional prophets.  I certainly never trained to be one. . .”

 

Malachi 3:17
(NASB)  “. . . I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.”

 


(NLT)  “. . . I will spare them as a father spares an obedient and dutiful child.”
[xxxiv]
 

huios, huioi
 

Matthew 5:9
(NASB)  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

 


(NLT)  “God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.”

 

Matthew 5:45
(NASB)  “so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. . .”
 

Matthew 7:9
(NASB)  “Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone (cf. Lk. 11:11)?”

 


(NLT)  “You parents- if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead?”

 

Matthew 8:12
(NASB)  “but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “But many Israelites-those for whom the Kingdom was prepared. . .”

 

Matthew 12:27
(NASB)  “. . .by whom do your sons cast them out (cf. Lk. 11:19)?. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .They cast out demons, too, . . .”

 

Matthew 13:38
(NASB)  “. . .these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the people of the kingdom. . .the people who belong to the evil one.”

 

Matthew 17:25-26
(NASB)  “. . .their sons or from strangers. . .Then the sons are exempt.”

 


(NLT) “. . .their own people or the foreigners. . .Well then. . .the citizens are free!”

 

Mark 3:28
(NASB)  “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I assure you that any sin can be forgiven. . .”

 

Luke 1:16
(NASB)  “. . .sons of Israel. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Israelites. . .”

 

Luke 6:35
(NASB)  “. . .sons of the Most High. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .children of the Most High. . .”

 

Luke 16:8
(NASB)  “. . .sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And it is true that the citizens of this world are more shrewd than the godly are.”

 

Luke 20:34
(NASB)  “. . .The sons of this age marry . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Marriage is for people here on earth.”

 

Luke 20:36
(NASB)  “. . .because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .In these respects they are like angels.  They are children of God raised up to new life.”

 

John 12:36
(NASB)  “. . .so that you may become sons of Light.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .then you will become children of the light.”

 

Acts 3:25
(NASB)  “It is you who are the sons of the prophets and of the covenants. . .”

 


(NLT)  “You are the children of those prophets and you are included in the covenant. . .”

 

Acts 5:21
(NASB)  “. . .even all the Senate of the sons of Israel. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .they convened the high council, along with all the elders of Israel.”

 

Acts 7:23
(NASB)  “. . .it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel (cf. Acts 7:37; 9:15; 10:36).”

 


(NLT) “. . .he decided to visit his relatives, the people of Israel.”

 

Acts 23:6
(NASB)  “. . .Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Brothers, I am a Pharisee, as were all my ancestors!. . .”

 

Romans 8:14-15
(NASB)  “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. . .you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out. . .”

 


(NLT)  “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. . . You should behave instead like God’s very own children, adopted into his family. . .”

 

Romans 8:19
(NASB)  “. . .the revealing of the sons of God.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .God will reveal who his children really are.”

 

Romans 8:23
(NASB)  “. . .waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .We, too, wait anxiously for that day when God will give us our full rights as his children, including the new bodies he has promised us.”

 

Romans 9:4
(NASB)  “who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons. . .”

 


(NLT)  “They are people of Israel, chosen to be God’s special children. . .”

 

Romans 9:26-27
(NASB)  “. . .There they shall be called sons of the Living God. . .Though the number of the sons of Israel be like the sand of the sea. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .But now he will say, ‘You are children of the living God.’ . . . Though the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand on the seashore. . .”

 

2 Corinthians 3:7
(NASB)  “. . .so that the sons of Israel could not look intently (cf. 2 Cor. 3:13). . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .yet it began with such glory that the people of Israel could not bear to look at Moses’ face. . .”

 

Galatians 3:7
(NASB)  “Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.”

 


(NLT)  “The real children of Abraham, then, are all those who put their faith in God.”

 

Galatians 3:26
(NASB)  “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

 


(NLT)  “So you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Galatians 4:5-7
(NASB)  “. . .that we might receive the adoption as sons.  Because you are sons. . .Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. ”

 


(NLT)  “. . .so that he could adopt us as his very own children.  And because you Gentiles have become his children. . .Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.  And since you are his child, everything he has belongs to you.”

 

Ephesians 1:5
(NASB)  “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ. . .”

 


(NLT)  “His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. . .”

 

Ephesians 2:2
(NASB)  “. . .the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.”

 

Ephesians 3:5
(NASB)  “which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men. . .”

 


(NLT)  “God did not reveal it to previous generations. . .”

 

Ephesians 5:6
(NASB)  “. . .the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the terrible anger of God comes upon all those who disobey him.”

 

1 Thessalonians 5:5
(NASB)  “for you are all sons of light and sons of day. . .”

 


(NLT)  “For you are all children of light and of the day. . .”

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3
(NASB)  “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t be fooled by what they say.  For that day will not come until there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed- the one who brings destruction.”
[xxxv]
 

Hebrews 2:10
(NASB)  “. . .in bringing many sons to glory. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .should bring his many children into glory. . .”

 

Hebrews 7:5
(NASB)  “And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest’s office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham.”

 


(NLT)  “Now the priests, who are descendants of Levi, are commanded in the law of Moses to collect a tithe from all the people, even though they are their own relatives.”
[xxxvi]
 

Hebrews 11:22
(NASB)  “. . .the exodus of the sons of Israel. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .bringing the people of Israel out of Egypt. . .”

 

Hebrews 12:5-8
(NASB)  “and you have forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as sons, My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord. . .and He scourges every son whom He receives. . .God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?. . .then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”

 


(NLT)  “And have you entirely forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you, his children?  He said, My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you. . .he punishes those he accepts as his children.  As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children.  Whoever heard of a child who was never disciplined?  If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children after all.”

 

Revelation 2:14
(NASB)  “. . .the sons of Israel. . .(cf. Rev. 7:4; 21:12)

 


(NLT)  “. . .the people of Israel. . .”

 

Revelation 21:7
(NASB)  “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.”

 


(NLT)  “All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.”

 

3.
“Father” (pater, ’ab) should not be changed to “parent,” or “fathers” to “parents” or “ancestors.”

 

’ab
 

Genesis 4:20-21
(NASB)  “Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.  His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe.”

 


(NLT)  “Adah gave birth to a baby named Jabal.  He became the first of the herdsmen who live in tents.  His brother’s name was Jubal, the first musician- the inventor of the harp and flute.”

 

Genesis 15:15
(NASB)  “As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.”

 


(NLT)  “(But you will die in peace, at a ripe old age.)

 

Genesis 19:37-38
(NASB)  “The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this day.  As for the younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi; he is the father of the sons of Ammon to this day.”

 


(NLT)  “When the older daughter gave birth to a son, she name him Moab.  He became the ancestor of the nation now known as the Moabites.  When the younger daughter gave birth to a son, she named him Ben-ammi.  He became the ancestor of the nation now known as the Ammonites.”

 

Genesis 31:30
(NASB)  “Now you have indeed gone away because you longed greatly for your father’s house; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “I know you feel you must go, and you long intensely for your childhood home, . . .”

 

Genesis 36:9
(NASB)  “These then are the records of the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir (cf. Gen. 36:43).”

 


(NLT)  “This is a list of Esau’s descendants, the Edomites, who lived in the hill country of Seir.”

 

Genesis 38:11
(NASB)  “Then Judah said to his daugther-in-law Tamar, ‘Remain a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up’;. . .So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house.”

 


(NLT)  “Then Judah told Tamar, his daughter-in-law, not to marry again at that time but to return to her parents’ home. . .So Tamar went home to her parents.”

 

Genesis 43:23
(NASB)  “. . .Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Your God, the God of your ancestors, must have put it there. . .”

 

Genesis 45:8
(NASB)  “. . .and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And he has made me a counselor to Pharaoh- manager of his entire household. . .”

 

Genesis 46:31
(NASB)  “Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, . . . (cf. 46:34).”


(NLT)  “And Joseph said to his brothers and to all their households, . . .”

 

Genesis 47:3
(NASB)  “. . .What is your occupation?  So they said to Pharaoh, Your servants are shepherds both we and our fathers (cf. Gen. 47:9, 30).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .What is your occupation?  And they replied, We are shepherds like our ancestors.”

 

Genesis 48:21
(NASB)  “. . .Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with you, and bring you back to the land of your fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I am about to die, but God will be with you and will bring you again to Canaan, the land of your ancestors.”

 

Genesis 49:8
(NASB)  “. . .Your father’s sons shall bow down to you.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .All your relatives will bow before you.”

 

Genesis 49:25-26
(NASB)  “From the God of your father who helps you. . .The blessings of your father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “May the God of your ancestors  help you. . .May the blessings of your ancestors be greater than the blessings of the eternal mountains. . .”

 

Genesis 50:8
(NASB)  “and all the household of Joseph and his brothers and his father’s household. . . (cf. Gn. 50:22)”

 


(NLT)  “Joseph also took his brothers and the entire household of Jacob. . .”

 

Exodus 3:6
(NASB)  “. . .I am the God of your father. . . (cf. Ex. 3:13, 15, 16)”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I am the God of your ancestors. . .”

 

Exodus 4:5
(NASB)  “. . .the God of their fathers. . . (Dt. 1:11;4:1; 6:3; 12:1; 26:7; 29:25).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the God of their ancestors. . .”

 

Exodus 10:6
(NASB)  “. . .something which your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day that they came upon the earth until this day. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Never in the history of Egypt has there been a plague like this one!. . .”

 

Exodus 13:5
(NASB)  “. . .which he swore to your fathers to give you, a land. . . (cf. 13:11; Nu. 11:12; 14:23; Dt. 1:8, 21, 35; 30:5, 9, 20; 31:7, 16, 20)”

 


(NLT)  “. . .This is the land he swore to give your ancestors- a land. . .”

 

Exodus 20:5
(NASB)  “. . .I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children. . . (cf. Ex. 34:7; Nu. 14:18; Dt. 5:9; 6:10, 18, 23; 10:11; 11:9, 21; 26:3, 15; 27:3; 28:11; Jos. 1:6; 5:6; 18:3; 21:43-44; Jg. 2:1).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not share your affection with any other god!  I do not leave unpunished the sins of those who hate me, but I punish the children for the sins of their parents. . .”

 

Leviticus 16:32
(NASB)  “So the priest who is anointed and ordained to serve as priest in his father’s place shall make atonement. . .”

 


(NLT)  “In future generations, the atonement ceremony will be performed by the anointed high priest who serves in place of his ancestor Aaron. . .”

 

Numbers 1:4
(NASB)  “With you, moreover, there shall be a man of each tribe, each one head of his father’s household.”

 


(NLT)  “assisted by one family leader from each tribe.”

 

Numbers 1:44
(NASB)  “. . .twelve men, each of whom was of his father’s household.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .all listed according to their ancestral descent.”

 

Numbers 2:34
(NASB)  “Thus the sons of Israel did; according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so they camped by their standards, and so they set out, every one by his family according to his father’s household.”

 


(NLT)  “So the people of Israel did everything just as the Lord had commanded Moses.  Each clan and family set up camp and marched under their banners exactly as the Lord had instructed them.”

 

Numbers 17:2
(NASB)  “Speak to the sons of Israel, and get from them a rod for each father’s household:  twelve rods, from all their leaders according to their father’s households. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Take twelve wooden staffs, one from each of Israel’s ancestral tribes, and inscribe each tribal leader’s name on his staff.”

 

Numbers 18:1-2
(NASB)  “. . .You and your sons and your father’s household. . .But bring with you also your brothers, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You and your sons, and your relatives from the tribe of Levi. . .Bring your relatives of the tribe of Levi to assist you and your sons as you perform. . .”

 

Numbers 20:15
(NASB)  “that our fathers went down to Egypt. . .and the Egyptians treated us and our fathers badly.”

 


(NLT)  “and that our ancestors went down to Egypt.  We lived there a long time and suffered as slaves to the Egyptians.”

 

Numbers 25:14
(NASB)  “. . .Zimri. . .a leader of a father’s household among the Simeonites.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Zimri. . .the leader of a family from the tribe of Simeon.”

 

Numbers 26:55
(NASB)  “. . .They shall receive their inheritance according to the names of the tribes of their fathers. . . (cf. Nu. 33:54; 36:3-4, 7-8).”

 


(NLT)  “Make sure you assign the land by lot, and define the inheritance of each ancestral tribe by means of the census listings.”

 

Numbers 32:8
(NASB)  “This is what your fathers did. . . (cf. Dt. 29:13)”

 


(NLT)  “This is what your ancestors did. . .”

 

Numbers 36:6
(NASB)  “. . .Let them marry whom they wish only they must marry within the family of the tribe of their father.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Let them marry anyone they like, as long as it is within their own ancestral tribe.”

 

Numbers 36:8
(NASB)  “Every daughter who comes into possession of an inheritance of any tribe of the sons of Israel shall be wife to one of the family of the tribe of her father, so that the sons of Israel each may possess the inheritance of his fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “The daughters throughout the tribes of Israel who are in line to inherit property must marry within their tribe, so that all the Israelites will keep their ancestral property.”

 

Numbers 36:12
(NASB)  “. . .and their inheritance remained with the tribe of the family of their father.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Thus, their inheritance of land remained within their ancestral tribe.”

 

Deuteronomy 4:25
(NASB)  “When you become the father of children and children’s children. . .”

 


(NLT)  “In the future, when you have children and grandchildren and have lived in the land. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 4:31
(NASB)  “. . .nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them (cf. Dt. 4:37; 5:3; Dt. 8:18; 9:5).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .he will not abandon you or destroy you or forget the solemn covenant he made with your ancestors.”

 

Deuteronomy 8:3
(NASB)  “. . .nor did your fathers know. . . (cf. Dt. 8:16; 28:36, 64).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .a food previously unknown to you and your ancestors. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 10:15
(NASB)  “Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them. . . (cf. Dt. 10:22)”

 


(NLT)  “Yet the Lord chose your ancestors as the objects of his love. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 13:6
(NASB)  “. . .whom neither you nor your fathers have known. . . (cf. 13:17; 19:8).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known.”

 

Deuteronomy 24:16
(NASB)  “Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own sin.”

 


(NLT)  “Parents must not be put to death for the sins of their children, nor the children for the sins of their parents.  Those worthy of death must be executed for their own crimes.”

 

Deuteronomy 26:5
(NASB)  “. . .My father was a wandering Aramean. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .My ancestor Jacob was a wandering Aramean. . .”

 

Deuteronomy 32:17
(NASB)  “. . .Whom your fathers did not dread.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .to gods their ancestors had never feared.”

 

Deuteronomy 33:9
(NASB)  “Who said of his father and his mother, ‘I did not consider them’ and he did not acknowledge his brothers, nor did he regard his own sons, for they observed your word, and kept your covenant.”

 


(NLT)  “The Levites obeyed your word and guarded your covenant.  They were more loyal to you than to their parents, relatives, and children.”

 

Joshua 2:12
(NASB)  “. . .deal kindly with my father’s household. . .(cf. Jos. 2:18; 6:25; 22:14).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .be kind to me and my family. . .”

 

Joshua 4:21
(NASB)  “He said to the sons of Israel, When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What are these stones (cf. Jos. 22:28; 24:2, 6, 14-15, 17)?”

 


(NLT)  “Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future, your children will ask, What do these stones mean?”

 

Joshua 15:13
(NASB)  “. . .Arba being the father of Anak (that is, Hebron) (cf. Jos. 21:11).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Arba (that is, Hebron) which had been named after Anak’s ancestor.”

 

Joshua 24:2-3
(NASB)  “. . .From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.  Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Your ancestors, including Terah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River, and they worshipped other gods.  But I took your ancestor Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates. . .”

 

Joshua 24:32
(NASB)  “Now they buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of Joseph’s sons.”

 


(NLT)  “The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought along with them when they left Egypt, were buried at Shechem, in the parcel of ground Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor for one hundred pieces of silvers.  This land was located in the territory allotted to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the descendants of Joseph.”

 

Judges 2:10
(NASB)  “All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; . . . (cf. Jg. 2:12, 17, 19-20, 22; 3:4; 6:13).”

 


(NLT)  “After that generation died, another generation grew up. . .”

 

Judges 6:15
(NASB)  “. . .I am the youngest in my father’s house.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I am the least in my entire family!”

 

Judges 9:1
(NASB)  “And Abimilech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s relatives, and spoke to them and to the whole clan of the household of his mother’s father, saying,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “One day Gideon’s son Abimilech went to Shechem to visit his mother’s brothers.  He said to them and to the rest of his mother’s family, . . .”

 

Judges 18:29
(NASB)  “They called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father who was born in Israel; . . .”

 


(NLT)  “They renamed the town Dan after their ancestor, Israel’s son. . .”

 

1 Samuel 2:27-28
(NASB)  “. . .Did I not indeed reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s house?. . .and did I not give to the house of your father all the fire offerings of the sons of Israel?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Didn’t I reveal myself to your ancestors when the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt?  I chose your ancestor Aaron. . .”

 

1 Samuel 2:30-31
(NASB)  “. . .I did indeed say that your house and the house of your father should walk before Me forever. . .and the strength of your of your father’s house. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I had promised that your branch of the tribe of Levi would always be my priests. . .All the members of your will die before their time. . .”
[xxxvii]
 

1 Samuel 12:6
(NASB)  “. . .It is the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.”

 


(NLT)  “It was the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron. . .He brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt.”

 

1 Samuel 9:20
(NASB)  “. . .Is it not for you and for all your father’s household?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And I am here to tell you that you and your family are the focus of all Israel’s hopes.”

 

1 Samuel 17:25
(NASB)  “. . .and make his father’s house free in Israel.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .and his whole family will be exempted from paying taxes!”

 

1 Samuel 18:2
(NASB)  “Saul took him that day and did not let him return to his father’s house (cf. 1 Sa. 18:18).”

 


(NLT)  “From that day on Saul kept David with him at the palace and wouldn’t let him return home.”

 

1 Samuel 22:1
(NASB)  “. . .and when his brothers and all his father’s household heard of it, they went down there to him (cf. 1 Sa. 22:11, 16; 24:21; 2 Sa. 3:29; 14:9; 19:28; 24:17; 2 Sa. 7:12).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Soon his brothers and other relatives joined him there.”

 

1 Samuel 22:15
(NASB)  “. . .Do not let the king impute anything to his servant or to any of the household of my father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Please don’t accuse me and my family in this matter. . .”

 

1 Kings 18:18
(NASB)  “. . .I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I have made no trouble for Israel, Elijah replied.  You and your family are the troublemakers. . .”

 

1 Kings 1:21
(NASB)  “Otherwise it will come about, as soon as my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon. . .”
[xxxviii]
 


(NLT)  “If you do not act, my son Solomon and I will be treated as criminals as soon as you are dead.”

 

1 Kings 22:50
(NASB)  “And Jehoshaphat  slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of his father David, and Jehoram his son became king in his place(cf. 2 Kings 15:38).”

 


(NLT)  “When Jehoshaphat died, he was buried with his ancestors in the City of David.  Then his son Jehoram became the next king.”

 

2 Kings 14:3
(NASB)  “He did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David his father; he did according to all that Joash his father had done (cf. 2 Kings 16:2; 2 Kings 18:3; 2 Kings 20:5; 2 Kings 22:2).”

 


(NLT)  “Amaziah did what was pleasing in the Lord’s sight, but not like his ancestor David.  Instead, he followed the example of his father, Joash.”

 

1 Chronicles 5:25
(NASB)  “But they acted treacherously against the God of their fathers and played the harlot. . .”
[xxxix]
 


(NLT)  “But they were unfaithful and violated their covenant with the God of their ancestors. . .”

 

1 Chronicles 9:19
(NASB)  “. . .Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah and his relatives of his father’s house, the Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers of the thresholds of the tent; and their fathers had been over the camp of the Lord. . . (cf. 1 Ch. 12:28; 21:17; 23:11; 24:6).”

 


(NLT)  “Shallum was the son of Kore, a descendant of Abiasaph, from the clan of Korah.  He and his relatives, the Korahites, were responsible for guarding the entrance to the sanctuary, just as their ancestors had guarded the Tabernacle in the camp of the Lord.”

 

1 Chronicles 24:19
(NASB)  “These were their offices for their ministry when they came into the house of the Lord according to the ordinance given to them through Aaron their father. . .”

 


(NLT)  ‘Each group carried out its duties in the house of the Lord according to the procedures established by their ancestor Aaron. . .”

 

1 Chronicles 26:6
(NASB)  “Also to his son Shemaiah sons were born who ruled over the house of their father, for they were mighty men of valor.”

 


(NLT)  “Obed-edom’s son Shemaiah had sons with great ability who earned positions of great authority in the clan.”

 

1 Chronicles 26:10
(NASB)  “Also, Hosah, one of the sons of Merari had sons:  Shimri the first (although he was not the firstborn, his father made him first), . . .”

 


(NLT)  “Hosah, of the Merari clan, appointed Shimri as the leader among his sons, though he was not the oldest.”

 

1 Chronicles 28:9
(NASB)  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, . . .”

 


(NLT)  “And Solomon, my son, get to know the God of your ancestors. . .”

 

1 Chronicles 29:10
(NASB)  “. . .Blessed are You, O Lord God of Israel our father, forever and ever.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .O Lord, the God of our ancestor Israel, may you be praised forever and ever!”

 

2 Chronicles 21:12
(NASB)  “. . .Thus says the Lord God of your father David,. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .This is what the Lord, the God of your ancestor David, says. . .”

 

2 Chronicles 24:22
(NASB)  “Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which his father Jehoida had show him. . .”

 


(NLT)  “That was how King Joash repaid Jehoida for his love and loyalty. . .”

 

2 Chronicles 28:1
(NASB)  “Ahaz. . .did not do right in the sight of the Lord as David his father had done (cf. 2 Ch. 29:2; 34:2-3; 35:5).”

 


(NLT)  “Ahaz. . .did not do what was pleasing in the sight of the Lord, as his ancestor David had done.”

 

Ezra 4:15
(NASB)  “so that a search may be made in the record books of your fathers. . . (cf. Ez. 5:12; 7:27; 8:28; 9:7; 10:11).”

 


(NLT)  “We suggest that you search your ancestors’ records. . .”

 

Ezra 10:16
(NASB)  “. . .And Ezra the priest selected men who were head of father’s households for each of their father’s households, all of them by name. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Ezra selected leaders to represent their families, designating each of the representatives by name. . .”

 

Nehemiah 1:6
(NASB)  “. . .I and my father’s house have sinned.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Yes, even my own family and I have sinned!”

 

Esther 4:14
(NASB)  “. . .and you and your father’s house will perish. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .but you and your relatives will die. . .”

 

Job 8:8
(NASB)  “. . .and consider the things searched out by their fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Pay attention to the experience of our ancestors.”

 

Psalm 22:4
(NASB)  “In you our fathers trusted. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Our ancestors trusted in you. . .”

 

Psalm 39:12
(NASB)  “. . .a sojourner like all my fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .a traveler passing through, as my ancestors were before me.”

 

Psalm 44:1
(NASB)  “O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us. . . (cf. 49:19; 78:3, 5, 8, 12, 57; 95:9; 106:6-7; 109:14).”

 


(NLT)  “O God, we have heard it with our own ears- our ancestors have told us. . .”

 

Psalm 45:10
(NASB)  “. . .Forget your people and your father’s house. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Forget your people and your homeland far away.”

 

Proverbs 13:1
(NASB)  “A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.”

 


(NLT)  “A wise child* accepts a parent’s discipline; a young mocker refuses to listen.”

 

Proverbs 15:5
(NASB)  “A fool rejects his father’s discipline, but he who regards reproof is prudent.”

 


(NLT)  “Only a fool despises a parent’s discipline; whoever learns from correction is wise.”

 

Proverbs 17:6
(NASB)  “Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and the glory of sons is their fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; parents are the pride of their children.”

 

Proverbs 19:14
(NASB)  “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord.”

 


(NLT)  “Parents can provide their sons with an inheritance of houses and wealth, but only the Lord can give an understanding wife.”

 

Proverbs 22:28
(NASB)  “Do not move the ancient boundary which your fathers have set.”

 


(NLT)  “Do not steel your neighbor’s property by moving the ancient boundary markers set up by your ancestors.”

 

Proverbs 23:25
(NASB)  “Let your father and your mother be glad, and let her rejoice who gave birth to you.”

 


(NLT)  “So give your parents joy!  May she who gave you birth be happy!”

 

Proverbs 28:7
(NASB)  “He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but he who is a companion of gluttons humiliates his father.”

 


(NLT)  “Young people who obey the law are wise; those who seek out worthless companions bring shame to their parents.”

 

Proverbs 28:24
(NASB)  “He who robs his father or his mother and says, ‘It is not a transgression,’ is the companion of a man who destroys.”

 


(NLT)  “Robbing your parents and then saying, ‘What’s wrong with that?’ is as serious as committing murder.”

 

Isaiah 3:6
(NASB)  “When a man lays hold of his brother in his father’s house. . .(cf. Is. 7:17; 22:23-24).”

 


(NLT)  “In those days a man will say to his brother. . .”

 

Isaiah 14:21
(NASB)  “Prepare for his sons a place of slaughter because of the iniquity of their fathers. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Kill the children of this sinner. . .”

 

Isaiah 37:12
(NASB)  “Did the gods of those nations which my fathers have destroyed deliver them. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Have the gods of other nations rescued them-. . .”

 

Isaiah 38:5
(NASB)  “. . .Thus says the Lord, the God of your father David. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .This is what the Lord, the God of your ancestor David, says. . .”

 

Isaiah 38:19
(NASB)  “. . .A father tells his sons about Your faithfulness.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Each generation can make known your faithfulness to the next.”

 

Isaiah 39:6
(NASB)  “Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day shall be carried to Babylon. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The time is coming when everything you have- all the treasures stored up by your ancestors. . .”

 

Isaiah 51:2
(NASB)  “Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who gave birth to you in pain. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Yes, think about your ancestors Abraham and Sarah from whom you came. . .”

 

Isaiah 58:14
(NASB)  “. . .And I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .I will give you great honor and give you full share of the inheritance I promised to Jacob, your ancestor. . .”

 

Isaiah 64:11
(NASB)  “. . .where our fathers praised You. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The holy, beautiful Temple where our ancestors praised you. . .”

 

Isaiah 65:7
(NASB)  “Both their own iniquities and the iniquities of their fathers together, says the Lord. . .”

 


(NLT)  “both for their own sins and for those of their ancestors, says the Lord. . .”

 

Jeremiah 12:6
(NASB)  “For even your brothers and the household of your father, even they have dealt treacherously with you. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Even your own brothers, members of your own family, have turned on you. . .”

 

Jeremiah 2:5
(NASB)  “. . .What injustice did your fathers find in Me. . .”
[xl]
 


(NLT)  “. . .What sin did your ancestors find in me. . .”

 

Jeremiah 35:6
(NASB)  “. . .We will not drink wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us. . .(cf. Jer. 35:10, 14, 16, 18).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .We don’t drink wine, because Jehonadab son of Recab, our ancestor, gave us this command: . . .”

 

Lamentations
(NASB)  “Our fathers sinned, and are no more. . .”

 


(NLT)  “It was our ancestors who sinned. . .”

 

Ezekiel 2:3
(NASB)  “. . .Son of man, I am sending you to the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Son of man. . .I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a nation that is rebelling against me.  Their ancestors have rebelled against me from the beginning. . .”

 

Ezekiel 5:10
(NASB)  “Therefore, fathers will eat their sons among you, and sons will eat their fathers. . . (cf. Ezk. 18:2; 20:4, 18, 24, 27, 30, 36; 37:25).”

 


(NLT)  “Parents will eat their own children, and children will eat their parents. . .”

 

Ezekiel 18:4
(NASB)  “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. . . (cf. Ezk. 18:19-20).”

 


(NLT)  “For all people are mine to judge- both parents and children alike. . .”

 

Daniel 2:23
(NASB)  “To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise. . . (cf. Da. 9:6, 8, 16; 11:24, 37-38).”

 


(NLT)  “I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors. . .”

 

Daniel 5:2
(NASB)  “When Belshazzar tasted the wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple. . .(cf. Da. 5:11, 13, 18).”

 


(NLT)  “While Belshazzar was drinking, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups that his predecessor Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the Temple. . .”
[xli]
 

Amos 2:4
(NASB)  “. . .those after which their fathers walked. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .They have been led astray by the same lies that deceived their ancestors.”

 

Zechariah 1:2
(NASB)  “The Lord was very angry with your fathers (cf. Zch. 1:4-6; 8:14).”

 


(NLT)  “I, the Lord, was very angry with your ancestors.”

 

Malachi 2:10
(NASB)  “. . .Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers (cf. 3:7; 4:6)?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Then why are we faithless to each other, violating the covenant of our ancestors?”

 

pater
 

Matthew 3:9
(NASB)  “. . .We have Abraham for our father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .we’re the descendants of Abraham. . . (cf. Luke 3:8)”

 

Matthew 15:5-6
(NASB)  “. . .Whoever says to his father or mother. . .he is not to honor his father or his mother. . .(cf. Mk. 7:11-12)”

 


(NLT)  “. . .You don’t need to honor your parents. . .”

 

Matthew 23:30
(NASB)  “. . .If we had been living in the days of our fathers. . . (cf. Matt. 23:32).”

 


(NLT)  “[29] For you build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed and decorate the graves of the godly people. . .”

 

Mark 11:10
(NASB)  “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!. . .”

 

Luke 1:55
(NASB)  “As He spoke to our fathers. . . (cf. Lk. 1:72).”

 


(NLT)  “For he promised our ancestors. . .”

 

Luke 1:32
(NASB)  “. . .and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And the Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David.”

 

Luke 1:73
(NASB)  The oath which He swore to Abraham our father. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .the covenant he gave to our ancestor Abraham.”

 

Luke 6:23
(NASB)  “. . .For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets (cf. Lk. 6:26).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .And remember, the ancient prophets were also treated that way by your ancestors.”

 

Luke 11:47-48
(NASB)  “. . .For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them.  So you are witnesses and approve the deeds of your fathers. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .For you build tombs for the very prophets your ancestors killed long ago.  Murderers!  You agree with your ancestors. . .”

 

John 4:20
(NASB)  “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .where our ancestors worshipped?”

 

John 6:31
(NASB)  “Our fathers ate manna. . . (cf. 6:49, 58).”

 


(NLT)  “After all, our ancestors ate manna. . .”

 

John 7:22
(NASB)  “. . .(not because it is from Moses, but from the fathers). . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .(Actually, this tradition of circumcision is older than the law of Moses; it goes back to Abraham.)”

 

John 8:56
(NASB)  “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. . .”

 

Acts 3:13
(NASB)  “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God our fathers. . . (cf. 3:25).”

 


(NLT)  “For it is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, the God of all our ancestors. . .”

 

Acts 4:25
(NASB)  “who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David your servant. . .”




(NLT)  “you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit though our ancestor King David your servant. . .”

 

Acts 5:30
(NASB)  “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus. . .”

 


(NLT)  “The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead. . .”

 

Acts 7:2
(NASB)  “. . .The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Our glorious God appeared to our ancestor Abraham. . .”

 

Acts 7:11-12
(NASB)  “. . .and our fathers could find no food. . .he sent our fathers there the first time (cf. Ac. 7:15, 19, 32, 38-39, 44-45, 51-52; 13:17, 32, 36; 15:10; 22:3, 14; 26:6; 28:17, 25).”

 


(NLT)  “. . .for our ancestors, as they ran out of food.  Jacob heard that there was still grain in Egypt, so he sent his sons to buy some.”
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Romans 9:5
(NASB)  “whose are the fathers. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Their ancestors were great people of God. . .”

 

Romans 9:10
(NASB)  “. . .but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac. . .”

 


(NLT)  “This son was our ancestor Isaac. . .”

 

Romans 11:28
(NASB)  “. . .for the sake of the fathers. . .”

 


(NLT)  “because of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

 

Romans 15:8
(NASB)  “. . .to confirm the promises given to the fathers.”

 


(NLT)  “. . .to the promises he made to their ancestors.”

 

1 Corinthians 10:1
(NASB)  “For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, what happened to our ancestors. . .”

 

Hebrews 1:1
(NASB)  “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.”

 

Hebrews 3:9
(NASB)  “Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me. . .”

 


(NLT)  “There your ancestors tried my patience. . .”

 

Hebrews 8:9
(NASB)  “Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers. . .”

 


(NLT)  “This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors. . .”

 

Hebrews 12:7
(NASB)  “. . .for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Whoever heard of a child who was never disciplined?”

 

James 2:21
(NASB)  “Was not Abraham our father justified by works. . .”

 


(NLT)  “Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was declared right with God because of what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?”

 

2 Peter 3:4
(NASB)  “. . .For ever since the fathers fell asleep. . .”

 


(NLT)  “. . .Why as far back as anyone can remember. . .”

 

1 John 2:13-14
(NASB)  “I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him. . .I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him. . .”

 


(NLT)  “I am writing to you who are mature because you know Christ. . .I have written to you who are mature because you know Christ. . .”
[xliii]
 

C.
We understand these guidelines to be representative and not exhaustive, and that some details may need further refinement.
[xliv]


Conclusion

_______________________________________________

 

 

 


The foregoing compendium of various texts cited in the New Living Translation demonstrates that it significantly distorts the original, intended meaning of Scripture.  The New Living Translation (NLT) contains thousands of changes to the text of Scripture that should cause grave concern among evangelical Christians.  The NLT translators have consistently ignored thousands of grammatically precise English equivalents (singulars to plurals; 3rd person to 2nd or 1st person) from the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts in order to remove “male-oriented” language from the Biblical text.  The Bible’s use of the generic “he” and the words “man,” “brother,” “son(s),” and “father,” constitute some of the main losses for the NLT.


However, the underlying, fundamental problem with the New Living Translation is its failure to adhere-in-principle to the evangelical doctrine of verbal, plenary inspiration.  The Scriptural teaching of verbal, plenary inspiration means: (1) The whole Bible is inspired and not simply portions of it; (2) The Holy Spirit directly guided the exact words recorded by the Biblical writers as they wrote Scripture (verbal; see:  Matthew 5:17-18; 2 Timothy 3:16 cf. 1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Peter 1:20-21).


The NLT’s violation of verbal, plenary inspiration is clearly evidenced by the hundreds of previously cited examples where the NLT fails to meet the translation criteria established in the Colorado Springs guidelines for the translation of gender-related language in Scripture.


The removal of literally thousands of gender markings from various texts in the Scripture is directly related to the philosophical presuppositions of the NLT translation committee.  For example, the introduction states, “This creates problems for modern translators of the ancient biblical text, which was originally written in a male-oriented culture.  The translator must respect the nature of the ancient context while also accounting for the concerns of the modern audience” (emphasis added).


 This statement places modern culture on an equal plane with the cultures in which the Scriptures were originally written.  The doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration indirectly includes God’s providence in providing the right culture in which the Scriptures were originally written.


In Galatians 4:4, Paul writes, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law. . .”  Much has been written and said about how the providence of God prepared the world in every way for Christ’s first coming.  This no doubt included the language of the New Testament.  It was just the right language (i.e., precision, etc.) to convey God’s message to the world.  In that regard, the Greek of the New Testament is unique (likewise the Hebrew and Aramaic of the Old Testament).  Since language is a part of culture, the culture too was unique.  The cultural background of the various books of both the New and Old Testaments are an integral part of the message conveyed.


One cannot substitute any culture as a part of that message, because that would change the message.  Yet this is precisely the error of gender-neutral translations.  They presuppose that all cultures are equal and all languages are equal.  Therefore, they modify God’s message to fit any culture and any language.  This is erroneous.  The languages and cultures of the Bible are distinctive because they are the only ones God chose to communicate His saving message to mankind.  


One wonders whether it occurred to those who wrote the introduction to the NLT that the use of “male-oriented” language in Scripture was inextricably bound to divine inspiration.  Because the Holy Spirit divinely binds “male-oriented” language into the Scripture, the removal of gender markings from thousands of texts of Scripture is hardly an admirable goal.  


Another bold statement in the introduction to the NLT declares, “There are other occasions where the original language is male-oriented, but not intentionally so.”  How does someone ascertain whether a passage is not “intentionally” “male-oriented”?  What are the criteria?  Likewise, whose “intent” are they referring to:  Moses’, Luke’s, Paul’s, John’s, or the Holy Spirit’s?  Quite simply, how does one know what the Holy Spirit did or did not intend when He, through human instruments, gave to us an inspired “male-oriented” text?


Is a Bible translator able to separate the words of the Holy Spirit from the message of the Holy Spirit and maintain an accurate and faithful Bible translation that communicates the meaning of the original text?  Is the message of the Biblical text more accurately communicated by changing hundreds of verbally inspired words?  A.A. Hodge and B.B. Warfield, in the April, 1881 issue of “The Presbyterian Review,” wrote,

 



Thoughts are wedded to words as necessarily as soul to body. . .But if God could have rendered the thoughts of the apostles regarding doctrine and duty infallibly correct without words, and then left them to convey it to us in their own language, we should be left to precisely that amount of certainty for the foundation of our faith as is guaranteed by the natural competency of the human authors, and neither more nor less.  There would be no divine guarantee whatever. . .Paul claims that the Holy Spirit superintended and guaranteed his words as well as his thoughts (1 Corinthians 2:13; emphasis added).


The previously cited examples not only provide an accurate summary of the goals and philosophy of the NLT’s translation committee, but they also demonstrate how evangelical scholarship has unwittingly given in to the politically correct social agendas of our day.  How can one justify changing the words of Scripture to suit the sensitivities of one’s culture without seriously compromising the integrity of the Biblical text and message?  If the Word of God is changed to appease egalitarians or feminists, what other special interest group will be next?  Once the dam cracks, it is only a matter of time before the flood comes.  Wayne Grudem writes, 

 



We must realize that such pressure to change the text of Scripture to conform to certain trends in the culture will be relentless, and it will be applied to every Bible translation, and it will not be satisfied merely with the kinds of changes in the NRSV, CEV, NIVI, and NLT. If evangelical translators and publishers give in to the principle of sacrificing accuracy because certain expressions are thought to be offensive to the dominant culture, this altering of Scripture will never end.  And then readers will never know at any verse whether what they have is the Bible or the translator’s own ideas.
[xlv]
 


Furthermore, the NLT translation is an example of how evangelical scholarship has succumbed to human pride.  The translators have lifted up their own human wisdom and culture to become the judges of what the Holy Spirit intended rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to speak for Himself.  If the Biblical text is presented as a “male-oriented” text, then it is that way because God, the Holy Spirit, intended it to be.


Finally, the picture presented in this work illustrates how the NLT fails to uphold the historic, orthodox, doctrine of verbal, plenary inspiration.  Is it true that gender-neutral translations improve the readability and accuracy of the message of the Holy Spirit by leaving out or altering thousands of His inspired words?  


The NLT is an unsatisfactory translation of Scripture that is unworthy to be read and studied by anyone who genuinely desires to discover the intended meaning of Scripture.


Evangelicalism is at a critical moment as it moves ahead into the next millennium.  We must choose now whether we will hold fast to what we have had passed down to us by faithful men (cf. 2 Tim. 2:2; 3:14-15) or whether we will allow the present trend of doctrinal confusion and corruption to wash away the accuracy and integrity of God’s Word for future generations.
As, soldiers of Christ, we are commissioned by our Commander to guard the revelation that has been entrusted to us (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim 1:14).   It is our duty to uphold and preserve every inspired word of  Scripture.  We cannot stand idly by and allow the world or even well intended Bible scholars to rewrite the Bible.  Martin Luther once wrote,

 



If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ.  Where the battle rages, the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on the battlefield is mere flight and disgrace.

 


As skilled craftsmen we must give maximum effort to handle accurately the word of truth.  Nothing less than absolute precision is required in both translation and biblical interpretation.  Anything less is shameful (2 Tim. 2:15).  We must earnestly contend for the faith that was once for all handed down to the saints who have gone before us.  We must relentlessly and strenuously fight for the whole body of revealed truth in the Scriptures (Jude 3).  Nowhere is that sacred privilege and duty more necessary than in the proliferation and onslaught of gender-neutral translations.


Modern day Bible scholars and translators would do well to remember and take heed to the words of William Tyndale.

 



I call God to record against the day we shall appear before our Lord Jesus, that I never altered one syllable of God’s Word against my conscience, nor would do this day, if all that is in earth, whether it be honour, pleasure, or riches, might be given me (emphasis added).
[xlvi]


 

 

 

APPENDIX ONE

_______________________________________________

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE
New Living Translation

 

(Note:  The following section has been taken from the Introduction to the New Living Translation, pp. xliv-xlv.)

 

Gender-Inclusive Language
 


The English language changes constantly.  An obvious recent change is in the area of gender-inclusive language.  This creates problems for modern translators of the ancient biblical text, which was originally written in a male oriented culture.  The translator must respect the nature of the ancient context while also accounting for the concerns of the modern audience.  Often the original language itself allows a rendering that is gender inclusive.  For example, the Greek word anthropos, traditionally rendered “man,” really means “human being” or “person.”  A different Greek word, aner, specifically means a male.”


There are other occasions where the original language is male-oriented, but not intentionally so.  For example, in the Pentateuch most of the laws are stated in language that is replete with masculine pronouns.  But since it is clear in many cases that the recipients of these laws were both male and female, we have used gender-neutral language where appropriate.  Another example is found in the New Testament epistles, where the believers are called “brothers” (adelphoi).  Yet it is clear that these epistles were addressed to all the believers- male and female.  Thus, we have usually translated this Greek word “brothers and sisters” or “Christian friends” in order to represent the historical situation more accurately.


Finally, we have attempted to use a gender-neutral rendering where the text applies generally to human beings or to the human condition.  For example, a traditional rendering of Luke 9:62 reads:  “No man who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.”  We have translated it:  “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”  In many instances we have used plural pronouns (they, them) in place of the gender-specific singular (he, him).  For example, a traditional rendering of Proverbs 22:6 is:  “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not turn from it.”  We have rendered it:  “Teach your children to choose the right path, and when they are older, they will remain upon it.” 

  

 

 

APPENDIX TWO

_______________________________________________

 

 

(Note:  The following is an excerpt from the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy.)

 

Article IV.

 

We affirm that God who made mankind in His image has used language as a means of revelation.

 

We deny that human language is so limited by our creaturliness that it is rendered inadequate as a vehicle for divine revelation.  We further deny that the corruption of human culture and language through sin has thwarted God’s work of inspiration.

 

Article VI.

 

We affirm that the whole of Scripture and all its parts, down to the very words of the original, were given by divine inspiration.

 

We deny that the inspiration of Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the whole without the parts, or some of the parts but not the whole.

 

Article VIII.

 

We affirm that God in His work of inspiration utilized the distinctive personalities and literary styles of the writers whom He had chosen and prepared.

 

We deny that God, in causing these writers to use the very words that He chose, overrode their personalities.

 

 

�[i] The guidelines were affirmed at the meeting at Focus on the Family by the following:


 


Ken Barker, Secretary, Committee on Bible Translation; Member, Executive Committee on Bible Translation


 


Timothy Bayly, Executive Director, Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood; Pastor, Church of the Good Shepherd, Bloomington, Indiana


 


Joel Belz, Publisher, God’s World Publications


 


James Dobson, President, Focus on the Family


 


Wayne Grudem, President, Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood; Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School


 


Charles Jarvis, Executive Vice President, Focus on the Family


 


John Piper, Member, Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood; Senior Pastor, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota


 


Vern S. Poythress, Professor of New Testament Interpretation, Westminister Theological Seminary


 


R.C. Sproul, Chairman, Ligonier Ministries


 


Ron Youngblood, Member, Committee on Bible Translation; Professor of Old Testament, Bethel Theological Seminary West


 


�[ii] Scripture quotations marked NASB are taken from the New American Standard Bible, copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by the Lockman Foundation.


 


Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the New Living Translation, copyright © 1996 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. 


�[iii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Proverbs 13:1:  13:1 Hebrew son.


�[iv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Proverbs 17:25:  17:25 Hebrew son.


�[v] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Proverbs 19:13:  19:13 Hebrew son; also in 19:27.


�[vi] The NASB rightly translates the demonstrative pronoun, houtos, as He because of the Christological context.


�[vii] This section of John’s gospel (7:53-8:11) most likely was not part of the original gospel.  It is omitted in the best Greek mss. (p66, p75, a, b).  Furthermore, no Greek church father for 1000 years after Christ refers to this pericope.  Euthymius Zigabenus was the first writer to comment on this passage (12th century), but he declares that the most accurate copies do not contain it.  However, there is nothing in this pericope that would contradict canonical theology and there is no reason to doubt its historical veracity.  “Its coherence and spirit show that it was preserved from a very early time, and it accords well with the known character of Jesus.  It may be accepted as historical truth; but based on the information we now have, it was probably not a part of the original text” (EBC, Tenney, p. 89).  Therefore, it is good to consider the meaning and message of this passage as it stands within John’s gospel.


�[viii] The NLT includes the following footnotes regarding vv. 4 and 6:  4:4 Or will know how to take a wife for himself; Greek reads will know how to possess his own vessel.;  4:6 Greek a brother


�[ix] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 John 2:9:  2:9 Greek hates his brother; also in 2:11.


�[x] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 John 3:10:  3:10 Greek his brother; also in 3:15.


�[xi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 John 4:20:  4:20 Greek brother.


�[xii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 John 5:16:  5:16 Greek your brother.


�[xiii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Genesis 1:26:  1:26a Hebrew man; also in 1:27.


�[xiv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Genesis 5:1-2:  5:1 Hebrew man.  5:2 Hebrew man.


�[xv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Romans 7:1:  7:1 Greek brothers; also in 7:4.


�[xvi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Galatians 6:1:  6:1 Greek Brothers, if a man.


�[xvii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Philippians 2:7b:  2:7b Greek was born in the likeness of men and was found in appearance as a man.


�[xviii] Both the NASB and NLT translate, a]nqrwpoi, in a generic sense (NASB, persons; NLT, people).  However, the immediate and larger context favors the KJV, NKJV, and NIV translation, men (cf. the NASB in vv. 8, 10, 12, 14, [19] where the demonstrative pronoun, ou|toi, is used as a substantive and is translated, men.


�[xix] See Guidelines A1-2, A5 for the problems involved in Luke 9:23-25.


�[xx] The Greek adjective, pas, is singular.  Therefore, when pas is used as a substantive, it should not be translated as a plural (e.g., “all people”).  However, the plural forms of pas, (e.g., pantes, pasai, panta ) may be translated as “all people.”


�[xxi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Daniel 7:13:  Or a Son of Man; Aramaic reads a son of man.


�[xxii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Romans 14:10:  14:10 Greek your brother; also in 14:10b, 13, 15, 21.


�[xxiii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 Corinthians 5:11:  5:11 Greek a brother.


�[xxiv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 Corinthians 6:6:  6:6 Greek one brother.


�[xxv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 Corinthians 8:11:  8:11 Greek brother; also in 8:13.


�[xxvi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 Thessalonians 4:6:  4:6  Greek a brother.


�[xxvii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 2 Thessalonians 3:6:  3:6 Greek brother.


�[xxviii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding James 1:9:  1:9  Greek The brother who is.


�[xxix] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 John 2:9-11:  2:9 Greek hates his brother; also in 2:11; cf. footnotes on 1 John 3:10, 16; 4:20; 5:16.


�[xxx] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Proverbs 1:8:  1:8 Hebrew my son; also 1:10, 15.


�[xxxi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Ecclesiastes 12:12:  12:12 Hebrew my son.


�[xxxii] see Guideline B3 for the translation of the Hebrew word for father (‘ab).


�[xxxiii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Daniel 3:25:  3:25 Aramaic like a son of the gods.


�[xxxiv] See also the reoccurring phrase, “Sons of Israel.”


�[xxxv] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 2 Thessalonians 2:3:  2:3 Greek the son of destruction.


�[xxxvi] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Hebrews 7:5:  7:5 Greek their brothers, who are descendants of Abraham.


�[xxxvii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding 1 Samuel 2:30:  2:30 Hebrew that your house and your father’s house.


�[xxxviii] Additional occurrences of the plural word, fathers, in 1 and 2 Kings include:  1 Kings 2:10; 8:21, 34, 40, 48, 53, 57-58; 9:9; 11:21; 13:22; 14:15, 20, 22, 31; 15:8, 12, 24; 16:6, 28; 19:4; 21:3-4; 22:40, 50; 2 Kings 8:24; 9:28; 10:35; 12:18, 21; 13:9, 13; 14:6, 16, 20, 29; 15:7, 9, 22, 38; 16:20; 17:13-15, 41; 19:12; 20:17, 21; 21:8, 15, 18, 22; 22:13, 20; 23:32, 37; 24:6.


�[xxxix] Additional occurrences of the plural word, fathers, in 1 and 2 Chronicles include:  1 Chronicles 9:19; 12:17; 17:11; 29:15, 18, 20; 2 Chronicles 6:25, 31, 38; 7:22; 11:16; 12:16; 13:12, 18; 14:1, 4; 15:12; 16:13; 19:4; 20:6, 33; 21:1, 10, 19; 24:18, 24; 25:4, 28; 26:23; 27:9; 28:6, 9, 25, 27; 29:5-6; 30:7-8, 19, 22; 32:13-15, 33; 33:8, 12, 20; 34:21, 28, 32-33; 35:24; 36:15.


�[xl] Additional occurrences of the plural word, fathers, in Jeremiah include:  Jeremiah 3:18, 24-25; 7:7, 14, 22, 25-26; 9:14, 16; 11:7, 10; 13:14; 14:20; 16:13, 15, 19; 23:27, 39; 23:27, 39; 29:6; 31:29, 32; 32:!8; 34:5; 44:3, 9-10; 50:7.


�[xli] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Daniel 5:2:  5:2 Aramaic father; also in 5:11, 13, 18.


�[xlii] The NLT includes the following footnote regarding Acts 7:12:  7:12 Greek our fathers; also in 7:15.


�[xliii] See also the plural possessive, fathers’,:  Exodus 6:14, 25; 12:3; Numbers 1:2, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 45, 47; 2:2, 32; 3:15, 20, 24, 30, 35; 4:2, 22, 29, 34, 38, 40, 42, 46; 7:2; 13:2; 17:2-3, 6; 26:2; 31:26; 32:14, 28; 34:14; 36:1; Deuteronomy 18:8; 1 Kings 8:1; 1 Chronicles 4:38; 5:13, 15, 24; 6:19; 7:2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 40; 8:6, 10, 13, 28; 9:9, 13, 33-34; 12:30; 15:12; 23:9, 24; 24:4, 6, 30-31; 26:13, 21, 26, 31-32; 27:1; 29:6; 2 Chronicles 1:2; 5:2; 17:14; 19:8; 23:2; 25:5; 31:17; 35:4-5, 12; Ezra 1:5; 2:59, 68; 3:12; 4:2-3; 8:1, 29; 10:16; Nehemiah 2:3, 5; 7:61, 70-71; 8:13; 10:34; 11:13; 12:12, 22-23; Ezekiel 22:10; Joel 1:2.


�[xliv] For further clarification regarding the Colorado Springs Guidelines see:  Vern Poythress, Explanations of the Colorado Springs Guidelines, The Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: May, 15, 1998; and Dr. Wayne Grudem, A Response to Mark L. Strauss’s Evaluation of the Colorado Springs Translation Guidelines.  Note:  This article is forthcoming in Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society (summer, 1998); Wayne Grudem and Grant Osborne, “Do Inclusive-Language Bible Distort Scripture,” Christianity Today, October 27, 1997, pp. 26-39.


�[xlv] NRSV, New Revised Standard Version; CEV, Contemporary English Version; NIVI, New International Version Inclusive; NLT, New Living Translation.  Wayne Grudem, What’s Wrong with Gender-Neutral Bible Translations?  (Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, 1997), pp. 26-27.


�[xlvi] William Byron Forbush, Fox’s Book of Martyrs (Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1967), p. 184.





PAGE  
104

